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ABSTRACT 



This report is the first in a series of annual reports 
presenting data on state performance in meeting the needs of children and 
families who come into contact with the child welfare system, focusing on 
outcomes for these children. The seven outcomes are: (1) reduce recurrence of 

child abuse/neglect; (2) reduce incidence of child abuse/neglect in foster 
care; (3) increase permanency for children in foster care; (4) reduce time in 
foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry; (5) reduce time in 
foster care to adoption; (6) increase placement stability; and (7) reduce 
placements of young children in group homes or institutions. The introductory 
chapter depicts the child welfare system as seen through the perspective of 
children in the system, describes current challenges in child welfare, and 
details the Congress' and Department of Health and Human Services' responses 
to these challenges. Chapter 2 presents the seven outcomes, measures for each 
outcome, and the rationale for their selection. Chapter 3 describes the data 
sources used for measuring state performance. Chapter 4 presents key findings 
from the first year's effort, summarizes performance data for 30 states, with 
the best available data on the measures, and highlights implications for 
policy and practice. Chapter 5, the bulk of the report, presents individual 
state data pages, with each state having two pages of context data and three 
pages of outcome measures; some states include an additional page of 
commentary. Key findings indicate that in 1997, there were 485,870 child 
victims of maltreatment in 30 states, more than half suffering neglect. 
Forty-one percent of children entering foster care in fiscal year 1998 were 
11 years or older. The median length of stay for children exiting care was 
10.8 months. African American and Alaska Native/American Indian children were 
over-represented in foster care. Almost half the 23,523 children adopted were 
African American. The report's seven appendices include additional national 
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statistics, measures associated with each of the outcomes, and data sources. 
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his report, Child Welfare Outcomes 1998: Annual 
Report , is the first in a series of annual reports 
from the Department of Health and Human 
Services required by the Adoption and Safe Families 
Act of 1997 (ASFA). Its purpose is to present data 
on State performance in meeting the needs of 
children and families who come into contact with the child 
welfare system, focusing specifically on the “outcomes,” or 
results, for these children. The outcomes presented in this 
report were developed by the Department of Health and Human 

Services (the Department) in consultation with State officials, advocates, and other experts 
in the field and reflect widely held performance objectives for child welfare program 
practice. The outcomes follow; 



This report establishes the 
baseline performance of 
each State for which data 
are available on each 
outcome measure and will 
be the basis for assessing 
State progress on the 
measures in the future . 



• Reduce recurrence of child abuse and/or neglect; 

• Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care; 

• Increase permanency for children in foster care; 

• Reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry; 

• Reduce time in foster care to adoption; 

• Increase placement stability; and 

• Reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions. 



This introductory chapter depicts the child welfare system as seen through the perspective 
of children in the system. It also describes the current challenges in child welfare, the 
Congress’ and Department’s response to these challenges, and the material that is presented 
in the remaining sections of this report. 

The Faces of Children in Need 

Many children enter the child welfare system because they have been abused or neglected 
by their families. Other children come to the attention of the system because their families 
have not been able to meet their emotional and developmental needs. Still others, mainly 
older children, enter the child welfare system because their own behavior makes them 
unable to live with their families. 



Each year, almost 3 million children are alleged to have been abused or neglected, and 
nearly 1 million are found to have been victims of maltreatment. As of September 30, 1998, 
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an estimated 560,000 children were living in foster care in the 
United States. The median length of stay for these children was 
almost 2 years, and more than one-third of these children had 
been in foster care for 3 or more years. Approximately 122,000 
children were unable to return to their parents’ homes and were 
waiting for new permanent families. (See appendix A for 
additional national statistics.) 

As troubling as these statistics are, the real challenges of child 
illustrated by looking at the experience through the eyes of a child. 

One day my mother did not come home. I was all alone with my little brother, 
David. He began to cry and so I carried him around a while. Then we ate 
something in the kitchen. The next day she still didn 't come home. When we had no 
more food, I went to the neighbors. They called child welfare. We went to foster care, 
but David went to one family and me to another. Iam still waiting for my mother 
to come get me. Amy, age 11 

I have been in foster care for 5 years and been in four foster homes. The last place I 
lived, I really hated. No one liked me and I didn f t like anyone either. I really liked 
my first family and wish I could go back there. My social worker comes now and 
then, but she doesn't know what to do with me. I’m going to run away soon. 
William, age 13 

My mom and dad fight a lot. Some days my mother looks real bad. One day a 
neighbor called the social worker. The social worker came to our apartment and 
told my parents that all the shouting and yelling wasn t good for us kids. I think 
that they are going to counseling now. Sometimes the social worker comes to see us 
to be sure that we are okay My mom seems happier now. Jimmy, age 8 

I was living with my grandmother and my two little brothers. My dad is an addict 
and I don f t know where my mother is. One day a social worker came and took us 
all away I am living with a foster family. They treat me real good, even better than 
my mom did. I miss my brothers and my dad. I am afraid that my brothers will 
forget me. Patrice, age 9 
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As the experiences of these children demonstrate, the complexities of meeting the needs of 
children present major challenges. Service providers must work to assure the continuity 
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Based on 1997 data 
from 43 States , more 
than half of all victims of 
maltreatment suffered 
neglect, while almost a 
quarter suffered physical 
abuse . 

welfare are most clearly 
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and stability of foster care placements, reduce the time children spend in foster care, assist 
parents in resolving problems so children can be reunified, and increase the opportunities 
for adoption for children in foster care who cannot be safely returned to their own families. 

The Challenges Faced by the 
Child Welfare System 

No single agency or group in a community can resolve all of the problems children face. 
Meeting the needs of these children requires the collective work of many professions, 
community organizations, and Government agencies. However, public child welfare 
systems are charged with (1) protecting children who have suffered maltreatment or are at 
risk for maltreatment and (2) securing permanent living arrangements for children who are 
unable to live at home. These agencies must ensure that children are safe in their homes, 
removed if they are not safe, returned to their families if their safety can be assured, or 
adopted by a new family if returning home is not feasible. 

As they work to accomplish these objectives, child welfare professionals face many difficult 
challenges. They must balance respect for family privacy with the need to protect children 
from abuse and/or neglect; they must balance children s need for a safe environment with 
childrens need to return to their birth families. They must also balance children s need for 
connection to their birth families with the possible need to find them safer, alternative 
families. 



A (rigger for concern — by 
the public , (he Congress , 
and the media — is (he 
number of high-profile 
child deaths across (he 
country. 



Over the past 10 years, there have been a number of high-profile 
child deaths due to maltreatment and an increase in the number 
of children in foster care. This has led policymakers, legislators, 
child welfare administrators, and child advocates to become 
increasingly concerned that the child welfare system has not 
been able to strike the right balance between safety and 
permanency and, hence, has fallen short in meeting childrens 
needs. Fortunately, public debate and concern over the fate of 
children in child welfare has generated a productive climate of 

reform as people around the country have begun to address new and innovative ways to 
focus attention on improved results for children. 

Responding to the Challenges 

In reaction to these and similar challenges, on November 19, 1997, the President signed into 
law the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 (ASFA). This legislation, passed by the 
Congress with overwhelming bipartisan support, represents an important landmark in 
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Federal child welfare law. First and foremost, it establishes 
unequivocally that our national goals for children in the child 
welfare system are safety, permanency, and well-being. It 
puts into place key provisions to ensure that child safety is the 
paramount concern in all child welfare decision-making, to 
shorten the timeframes for making permanency planning 
decisions, and to promote the adoption of children who cannot 
safely return to their own homes. Section 203 of ASFA requires, 
for the first time, the development of a set of outcome measures 
that can be used to assess the performance of States in 
achieving the national child welfare system goals. Through 
ASFA, policymakers and the public have asked for a new level of 
accountability from public child welfare agencies serving children and families. As a result, 
States are being asked to demonstrate that their programs have actually made a positive 
difference in the lives of children. 

Section 203 of ASFA also requires the Department to submit two reports to the Congress. 
Child Welfare Outcomes 1998: Annual Report is one of the required reports. The other 
report, which will be issued later this year, will address performance-based incentive 
systems for child welfare. (Section 203 can be found in appendix B.) 

ASFA’s emphasis on outcomes reflects a broader concern with ensuring positive results in 
the field of child welfare in general. The Government Performance and Results Act of 
1993 (GPRA), P.L. 103-62, requires all programs in the Federal Government to develop 
specific goals and outcome measures on which to assess the performance of Federal 
agencies. In response to the GPRA requirements, the Department has developed annual 
performance plans and annual performance reports. Within the Department, the Children’s 
Bureau (the Federal agency with oversight responsibility for State child protection and child 
welfare programs) identified several key outcomes for monitoring the Children’s Bureau’s 
performance, which are included in the Department’s annual performance plans and 
reports. In the future, Federal agency budgets may be linked to their performance on the 
measures. 

A focus on results is also at the heart of the new Child and Family Services (CFS) 
reviews the Department is implementing to assess the performance of State child welfare 
systems. The new CFS review process was published in a final rule in the Federal Register 
(65 FR 4020-4093) on January 25, 2000. The reviews use statewide data indicators and 
qualitative information, obtained from intensive on-site reviews, to determine State 
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Following the passage of 
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ASFA , the Department held ] 
37 focus group meetings 
nationwide and convened \ 

10 regional conferences to 
get early feedback on ASFA 
implementation issues , 
including the performance 
measurement requirements 
in section 203. 1 
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achievement in two areas: (1) outcomes for children and 
families in the areas of safety, permanency, and well-being; and 
(2) systemic factors that directly impact the State’s capacity to 
deliver services that support improved outcomes. Unlike 
previous review systems, which focused exclusively on 
procedural compliance, States now will be required to 
demonstrate that children and families served by the child 
welfare system are experiencing positive results. 



j All 50 States and the 
District of Columbia will 

i ■ 1 

| participate in a Child and 

i Family Services review i 

! I 

i 

over the next 4 years . 



To the extent possible, the statewide data indicators used in the CFS reviews have been 
coordinated with the child welfare outcome measures found in chapter II of this report, 
such as the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care, length of time to achieve 
adoption and reunification, and stability of foster care placements. Because a State’s 
performance in the CFS review is linked to its performance on these outcome measures, 
future annual reports will identify State CFS review results. 



In a number of programs, Federal funding is being tied to 
successful State performance. For instance, the Adoption 
Incentive Program, also authorized byASFA and first 
recommended by President Clinton as part of the Adoption 
2002 initiative to double the annual number of children adopted 
from foster care, provides per-child financial incentives to States 
that succeed in increasing the number of children adopted from 
foster care. 



Thirty-five States qualified 
for $42,510,000 in 
adoption bonuses for their 
FY 7 998 performance . 



Another important part of current Federal-State efforts to reform child welfare is the Child 
Welfare Waiver Demonstration Program, authorized under section 1 130 of the Social 
Security Act (the Act) and expanded and extended to FY 2002 
under ASFA. These demonstrations involve the waiver of certain 
requirements of titles IV-B and IV-E of the Act that govern 
foster care, adoption assistance, independent living, child welfare 
services, promoting safe and stable families, and related 
expenses for title IV-E program administration, training, and 
automated systems. The program allows States the flexibility to 
use existing funds to develop creative approaches to achieve 
permanency for children. The States can design and demonstrate a wide range of 
approaches to improve and reform child welfare. The demonstrations have specific 
program goals and outcome measures, which collectively are aimed at improving 



1 

As of September 1 999, 

21 States and the District 

S of Columbia had received 

j 

| approval for 24 child 
I welfare waiver 
; demonstration projects. 
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permanency outcomes for children. Here too, Federal-State efforts are working to ensure 
that innovations in financing and service delivery actually result in improved outcomes for 
children and families. 

Through the new CFS reviews and these other efforts, the Department is supporting a shift 
to an outcomes focus. This report is part of that effort. It is framed by the overriding 
mission of child welfare to ensure the safety, permanency, and well-being of America’s most 
vulnerable children. 

Child Welfare Outcomes 1998: Annual Report 

Child Welfare Outcomes 1998: Annual Report is the first of its kind. Although many States 
have begun to use data to report outcomes, this is the first attempt to report outcomes in 
child welfare on a national scale. While the Department is excited about the opportunity to 
improve the lives of children through outcome measurement, it recognizes that outcome 
measurement in child welfare is still in its infancy. Future reports will incorporate 
refinements and enhancements — in addition to analysis of trends — to reflect advances in 
outcome measurement in child welfare. 

This report is organized into five chapters. Following this introductory chapter, chapter II 
presents the seven outcomes, the measures for each outcome, and the rationale for the 
selection of each of the measures. Chapter III describes the data sources used for 
measuring State performance on the outcomes. Chapter IV presents key findings resulting 
from this first year’s effort and includes a summary of the best available State data on the 
outcome measures. Chapter V presents the individual State data pages. The State data 
pages consist of two pages of context data and three pages of outcome measures. Some 
States have included an optional page of commentary on their data as well. 
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he national goals of safety, permanency, and 
well-being provide the framework for the 
development of the outcome measures. The 
Department broadly defines the goal of safety as 
the protection of children from abuse or neglect in 

their own homes or in foster care. Permanency is conceptualized as children 
having stable and consistent living situations (such as living with their families, living with 
adoptive families, or living with legal guardians), continuity of family relationships, and 
community connections. Well-being is defined as families having the capacity to provide for 
their childrens needs, children having educational opportunities and achievements 
appropriate to their abilities, and children receiving physical and mental health services 
adequate to meet their needs. 

Although there is general consensus among child welfare professionals and advocates that 
child safety, permanency, and well-being are valid goals, there were no previously 
established national outcome measures to assess performance related to them. To meet this 
need and respond to the congressional directive in section 203 of the Adoption and Safe 
Families Act of 1997 (ASFA), the Department established a consultation group to help in the 
development of outcome measures. This group included representatives from State, Tribal, 
county, and municipal child welfare agencies; private nonprofit child and family services 
agencies; State legislatures; Governors’ offices; juvenile and family courts; local child 
advocacy organizations; and a national public employees’ union. The Department also 
invited representatives from national organizations to serve as resources to the consultation 
group. A list of the consultation group members and the representatives of the resource 
organizations can be found in appendix C of this report. 

During the fall of 1998, the Department engaged the consultation group in a series of 
discussions that resulted in four principles that guided the development of the child 
welfare outcome measures presented in this report. This chapter describes the four 
principles, gives the rationale for selection of the outcome measures, and introduces 
contextual information that is used to aid in interpreting each State’s performance on the 
outcome measures. 

Guiding Principles 

In sharing their experiences and opinions, the consultation group identified a number of 
key issues that have important implications for using outcomes to assess the performance 
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Every child deserves a 
safe, permanent, and 
loving family. 



The Development of the Outcome Measures 



of State child welfare systems. As a result of these discussions, the Department established 
the following principles: 

• The outcome measures should reflect performance that is to a large extent 
within the control of State child welfare systems. It is difficult to identify outcomes 
that can be linked solely to child welfare system operations because of the dependency 
of child welfare on the functioning of many other systems. The outcomes related to 
safety, permanency, and well-being are significantly influenced by factors beyond the 
control of a child welfare agency. For example, the capacity and functioning of juvenile 

or family court systems, juvenile justice systems, law 
enforcement systems, mental health services, and substance 
abuse treatment systems in a State or community significantly 
affect a child welfare agency’s ability to impact outcomes in the 
areas of safety, permanency, and well-being for the children it 
serves. In addition, economic conditions or the extent of 
substance abuse problems in a community can increase the 
number of children who are unsafe in their own homes or reduce the number of 
children who can be safely returned to their families once they have been removed from 
their homes. 

• The outcome measures should be assessed in ways that limit the potential for 
misinterpretation. Determining the meaning of changes in State performance is 
complex. Such changes can be the result of other influencing factors and/or imbalances 
in the child welfare system. Basically, positive or negative changes must be viewed in 

relation to other conditions in the State. For example, an 
increase in the number of child abuse and/or neglect reports 
could be the result of an economic downturn or an increase in 
the extent of substance abuse problems in a community. 

Equally important is for States to focus attention on 
strengthening all parts of the system to ensure a balanced 
approach to systems performance. This will result in (1) better 
decisions for the children and families who come into contact 
with the child welfare agency and (2) improved performance 
on the outcome measures overall. Conversely, if a State focuses on improving one part of 
its system such as reducing the time children spend in foster care, the State may achieve 
the desired goal but negatively impact some other part of the system, e.g., increase the 
rate of re-entry of children into foster care. 



The challenge of ensuring 
a balanced approach to 
improving all parts of a 
State's child welfare 
system is to understand 
the magnitude of changes 
that the State must make . 



It is critical that 
communities establish 
cohesive systems of 
supports for children and 
their families. 




The 



Develop 



e n t 



o f 



the 



Outcome 



Measures 



The outcome measures should be used to assess the 
continuous improvement of each State over time, 
rather than compare the performance of States with 
one another. Comparison across States on their 
performance on the outcome measures is difficult due to 
variations in State population demographics, programs, and 
policies and must be undertaken with great care. State 
performance is better assessed by tracking a States own 
continuous improvement over time. Some useful factors in 

considering State variations may include the proportion of children in poverty in each 
State; the State’s definition of abuse and/or neglect; the State’s standards that prompt the 
removal of children from their homes and the decision to return them home; the 
resources available in the community to meet the needs of children and families; the 
resources allocated by the State to the child welfare system to develop and test 
innovative strategies to attain desired outcomes; and the internal capacity of the child 
welfare agency in terms of staffing, caseload size, and other factors. 



In future years, the Annual 
Report will be designed to 
provide trend data that 
compare a State's current 
performance to its 
performance in past 
years. 



• Outcome measures should be based on data that are 
available through existing data collection systems in 
order to limit the reporting burden on the States. 

There have been great advances at the State and Federal 
Government levels in collecting, analyzing, and reporting 
child welfare data, using the National Child Abuse and 
Neglect Data System (NCANDS) and the Adoption and Foster 
Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS). This is evident 
by the number of States reporting data in this first annual 
report. Despite this progress, a significant number of States 
are in the process of improving their data collection 
capabilities through the design and implementation of new 
and improved Statewide Automated Child Welfare Systems 
(SACWIS). As a result, many State SACWIS systems are still 
developing and being refined, which means that the national collection and reporting of 
data to support measuring some or all of the outcomes are not yet available for all States. 
The Department is confident that State data will continue to improve each year and in 
subsequent annual reports and is providing assistance to States on developing and 
implementing their SACWIS systems, in addition to assistance on improving the quality 
of their data submissions on the outcome measures. 



The outcome measures 
have been designed and 
calculated using two 
national data collection 
systems currently in 
operation, the National 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS) 
and the Adoption and 
Foster Care Analysis 
and Reporting System 
(AFCARS). 
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Within the context of the above principles, the Department published a preliminary list of 
child welfare outcomes and measures in the Federal Register for public comment on 
February 2, 1999. Based on an analysis of the comments received in response to this 
notice, numerous changes were made to the preliminary list. On August 20, 1999, the 
Department published a final list of outcomes and measures in the Federal Register. The 
final list, which is presented below, forms the basis for this first annual report and for 
subsequent annual reports to the Congress on the performance of States in operating child 
welfare programs. 

The final list of outcomes and measures does not encompass all areas of State child welfare 
functioning. It does, however, capture essential performance features related to the goals of 
safety and permanency. Outcomes relevant to the well-being of children served by the 
system, such as childrens physical health, mental health, and educational status, are not 
included in the current set because existing national child welfare data systems do not 
collect these data. However, the Department is committed to developing outcomes and 
measures relevant to child well being in the future, particularly those pertaining to the 



Safety-related outcomes are intended to assess a State child welfare systems effectiveness in 
protecting children from abuse or neglect in their own homes and in foster care. A system 
may be viewed as achieving the objective of child safety if, at a minimum, it (1) reduces the 
rate of recurrence of abuse or neglect of children who come into contact with the child 
welfare agency and (2) reduces and even eliminates harm to children by foster parents and 
institutional staff. 



The Final List of Outcomes 



and Measures 



The Department plans to 
initiate activities related to 



health and educational status of children in foster care. (See 
appendix D for a list of the child welfare outcomes and 
measures.) 



the development of child 
well-being outcome 
measures in 2000. 



The outcomes and measures pertaining to safety and 
permanency, as well as the rationale for their inclusion in this 
report, are described below. 
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The Development of the Outcome Measures 




These requirements are reflected in the following safety outcomes: 



The safety of children is 
the paramount concern 
that must guide all child 
welfare decision-making. 



L 



Child Welfare Outcome 1: Reduce recurrence of child 
abuse and/or neglect While State child welfare agencies are 
required to work toward the prevention of child abuse and 
neglect, they cannot be held directly accountable for the rate of 
occurrence of initial, substantiated child abuse and neglect. 

Other factors influence the initial rate of occurrence such as the 
extent of substance abuse problems in the community and the 
capacity of substance abuse treatment centers to deal with these problems. However, State 
child welfare agencies can and should be held accountable for the rate of recurrence of 
substantiated or indicated maltreatment. Once an allegation of initial child abuse and/or 
neglect is substantiated or indicated, State child welfare agencies and courts must ensure 
the safety of children by providing quality services to enable families in crisis to address 
problems. It is only when timely and intensive services are provided to families that 
agencies and courts can make informed decisions about the parents’ ability to protect and 
care for their children. Based on this premise, the following measure was developed: 



:vi 



Measure 1 . 1 : Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated child abuse 
and/or neglect during the reporting period, what percentage had another substantiated 
or indicated report within a 12-month period? 

Child Welfare Outcome 2: Reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in 
foster care. State child welfare agencies have a responsibility for ensuring that children 
are not abused or neglected by their caregivers while under the placement and care 
responsibility of the State, either in a family foster home, group home, or institutional 
setting. The measure pertaining to this outcome follows: 



Measure 2.1: Of all children who were in foster care during the reporting period, what 
percentage was the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment by a foster 
parent or facility staff? 



The Department recognizes that safety is a paramount consideration in all decisions 
affecting children who come into contact with child welfare agencies. It also recognizes 
that the vast majority of these children do not enter foster care and, therefore, is interested 
in exploring additional outcome measures to understand what happens to these children 
and their families. Two questions are of particular concern: What services do children who 
do not come into foster care receive? How does the quality of their lives, particularly the 
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Child welfare safety 
measures 1.1 and 2.1 
and permanency 

measures 4.1, 4.2, 5.1 , 

i 

and 6.1 have been 
incorporated into the 
Department's new results- 

focused monitoring 

f: 

j process, the Child and 
I Family Services (CFS) 

| review. 

guardian, or adopted. For the five permanency outcomes described below, the term “foster 
care" refers to all out-of-home care arrangements for children under the placement and care 
responsibility of the State child welfare agency. 

The outcomes and measures developed to assess permanency are based on the belief that a 
system’s effectiveness in attaining permanency for children is not measured solely by the 
number of adoptions, reunifications, and legal guardianships. Effectiveness also depends on 
the timeliness of achieving these actions and how lasting they are — i.e.,the children do not 
re-enter the foster care system. In addition, the permanency measures address the child 
welfare system’s effectiveness in attaining permanency for children of color, children with 
disabilities, and adolescents. 

The permanency outcomes are presented below: 

Child Welfare Outcome 3: Increase permanency for children in foster care . This 
outcome reflects a fundamental goal of the child welfare system to attain permanency for 
children in foster care, either by returning them to their original family or finding a new 
family when they cannot return home. In effect, child welfare agencies seek to minimize 
the number of children who “grow up” in foster care — i.e., those children who enter foster 
care when they are young and leave through emancipation. Furthermore, States should 
hold themselves accountable to be equally successful in attaining permanency for all 
children under their placement and care responsibility, including children of color, children 
with disabilities, and adolescents. These children are often considered as having special 
needs and have historically spent longer periods of time in foster care than other children. 



j risk of continued maltreatment, change as a result of these 
S services? These questions will be carefully considered in 
determining the outcomes to be added in the future. 




Permanency for children in foster care has been a key child 

I 

| welfare system goal since passage of the Adoption Assistance 

and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-272). In seeking to 

i 

1 achieve this goal, child welfare agencies must focus their efforts 
i on ensuring that children do not stay in foster care longer than 
needed. Foster care is a temporary setting and not a place for 
| children to grow up. Permanency may be achieved when a 
J child is reunified with his or her family, placed with a legal 
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The following measures draw attention to improvements that may be needed to achieve 
permanence for these populations: 



Measure 3.1: For all children who exited foster care, what 
percentage left either to reunification, adoption, or legal 
guardianship? 

Measure 3.2: For children who exited foster care and were 
identified as having a diagnosed disability, what percentage 
left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship? 



Permanency planning 
efforts for children should 
begin as soon as a child 
enters foster care and 
should be expedited by 
the provision of services 
to families. 



Measure 3.3: For children who exited foster care and were 
age 12 or older at the time of their most recent entry into j 
care, what percentage left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship? 



Measure 3.4: For all children who exited foster care, what percentage by racial/ethnic 
category left either to reunification, adoption, or legal guardianship? 



Measure 3.5: Of all children exiting foster care to emancipation, what percentage was 
age 12 or younger at the time of entry into care? 



Child Welfare Outcome 4: Reduce time in foster care to [ 

reunification without increasing re-entry. When it is Foster care is a temporary 

necessary to remove a child from the home, the focus of service setting and not a place 

i 

delivery should be on safely reunifying the family as soon as | f Qr children to grow up. 

possible, if appropriate. Yet, returning children to their families 

too quickly may increase, in some instances, the risk of harm and re-entries into foster care. 
Because of this concern, children should only be returned home when the agency is certain 
that the risk of harm to the child has been minimized. In effect, the agency’s decision to 
return the child home should be viewed as returning the child to a safe, permanent 
arrangement. The two measures developed for this outcome assess how quickly children 
are returned to their families and the rate at which children re-enter foster care. The 
measures for this outcome follow: 



Measure 4.1: Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caretakers at the 
time of discharge from foster care, what percentage was reunified in the following time 
periods? 

(1) Less than 12 months from the time of latest removal from home 

(2) At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 

(3) At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 
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(4) At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 

(5) 48 or more months 

Measure 4.2: Of all children who entered foster care during the reporting period, what 
percentage re-entered care within 12 months of a prior foster care episode? 

Child Welfare Outcome 5: Reduce time in foster care to adoption. Children who 
cannot be reunified with their families and who have a goal of adoption should be placed 
with a new family as quickly as possible. Because of the social service and legal procedures 
involved in adoption.it is unusual for an adoption to be finalized in less than 24 months 
from when the child enters foster care, even for very young children. Also, because many 
prospective adoptive parents prefer to adopt young children, older children are at an 
increased risk of remaining in the foster care system. Children who are 3 years of age or 
older when they enter foster care have a lower probability of being adopted than children 
who are younger than 3 when they enter foster care. Hence, special attention should be 
given to improving the time to adoption for children who are 3 years of age or older when 
they enter foster care. Lastly, the Department strongly urges child welfare agencies and 
court systems to work collaboratively to improve the adoption time frames for all children. 
The specific measures for this outcome follow: 

Measure 5.1: Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption, what 
percentage exited care in the following time periods? 

(1) Less than 12 months from the time of latest removal from home 

(2) At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 

(3) At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 

(4) At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 

(5) 48 or more months 

Measure 5.2: Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption and who 
were age 3 or older at the time of entry into care, what percentage exited care in the 
following time periods? 

(1) Less than 12 months from the time of latest removal from home 

(2) At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 

(3) At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 

(4) At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 

(5) 48 or more months 
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experience only one foster care placement that lasts until the 

child leaves foster care and that the child welfare agency should provide adequate supports 
to the foster family and the child to prevent disruption of the placement. However, many 
jurisdictions use short-term, emergency foster care placements when a child is removed 
from his or her home because of a family crisis. Therefore, jurisdictions that use emergency 
foster care placements would always report an additional placement for children. Thus, this 
measure examines how many children experience two or fewer placements during the 
time that they are in foster care rather than one. 

Measure 6.1: Of all children served who had been in foster care for the time periods 
listed below, what percentage had no more than two placement settings during that 
time period? 

(1) Less than 12 months from the time of latest removal from home 

(2) At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 

(3) At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 

(4) At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 

(5) 48 or more months 

Child Welfare Outcome 7: Reduce placements of young children in group homes 
or institutions. This outcome reflects the requirement at 475 (5)A of the Social Security 
Act to place children in the least restrictive environments, e.g., family foster homes. It is 
acknowledged that a group home placement setting may be appropriate when the child’s 
needs dictate this type of placement. However, the Department believes that such 
placements should only be considered after other less restrictive and/or more family like 
options have been seriously pursued. The Department believes, even more so, that children 
under 12 should not be placed in these settings because of the benefits of a stable and 
loving family, and that States should take steps to reduce the number of young children 
who are placed in group homes or institutions. The measure designed to assess this 
outcome is as follows: 

Measure 7.1: For all children who entered foster care during the reporting period and 
were age 12 or younger at the time of their most recent placement, what percentage 
was placed in a group home or an institution? 



Child Welfare Outcome 6: Increase placement stability . 
Children should experience stability in their foster care 
placements to minimize any further disruption in their lives. 
The Department believes that, ideally, children should 



r 



Children need stability in 
family settings while they 
are in foster care. 



ERIC 
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Context Information 

The consultation group suggested that it was important to 
develop information for understanding the context of each 
State s performance on the outcome measures. Discussion 
centered on the types of information that would be most useful 
in providing the reader with an overview of the State s child 
welfare system, while at the same time showing some variations 
among State programs. The importance of selecting context 
information that was available from existing Federal data 
sources, rather than burdening States with additional reporting 
requirements, was also emphasized. The context information 
used in this report includes demographics on each State s 
general population, the number of children reported to child protective services, the 
number of children in foster care, the number of children waiting to be adopted at the end 
of the fiscal year, and the number of children adopted during the fiscal year. 



The CFS reviews will 
examine in greater detail 
the factors that influence 
State achievement on the 
outcome measures and 
the contextual 
information. The results of 
these reviews will be 
included in future annual 
reports. 



The Department believes significant progress has been made in defining appropriate child 
welfare outcomes and measures and wishes to take this opportunity to thank the members 
of the consultation group for sharing their time and expertise in the development of this 
first national set of outcome measures. The Department believes, however, that it will need 
to monitor the outcome measures over the next several years to ensure that they do, in 
fact, provide a framework for assessing State performance in achieving the national goals of 
safety and permanency. And, of course, the Department remains committed to developing 
child well-being measures to assess whether the child welfare system meets the health, 
educational, and other needs of children. 
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o know whether State child welfare agencies are 
achieving the desired outcomes of safety and 
permanency for children, the data used to measure 
these outcomes must be accurate and reliable. 

\ Only with such data can all those concerned with 
the welfare of children — parents, social workers, 
administrators, attorneys, judges, legislators, Federal and State 
officials, and the public — make informed decisions regarding the 
children served by the child welfare system, the programs 
designed to help children and families, and the policies that 
establish the mandates for services. 



This chapter provides an overview of the States’ capacities to 
collect and report child welfare data and briefly summarizes the 
data sources that were used for this report. 

State Capacity to Collect and 
Report on Child Welfare 
Outcomes 

Over the past several years, State child welfare agencies have 
made great strides in collecting and analyzing child welfare data 
and in reporting these data to the Federal Government. States 
have been assisted in this endeavor in a number of ways. The 
Congress, through the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1993, provided 3 years of enhanced Federal funding to States to 
modernize and expand their data collection capabilities through 
the design of new and improved Statewide Automated Child 
Welfare Information Systems (SACWIS). Even though the 
period of enhanced Federal funding has ended, States may still 
improve their child welfare information systems and claim 50 
percent of their expenditures as title IV-E administrative costs. 



In spite of the development of new data collection 
infrastructures, State capacity to collect and report valid data in 
a nationally consistent format continues to be a challenge. As 
States transition from older, payment-focused systems to more 



As of May 2000 , there 
were 22 fully operational 
SACWIS systems; 7 8 
systems were being 
implemented ; and 6 were 
in the planning and 
design stages. 

Operational Systems: 
t Arizona , Arkansas , 

| California , Connecticut , 
Delaware , District of 
1 Columbia , Indiana, Iowa, 
j Kentucky, Maine , 

Massachusetts, Montana, 

I ! 

Nebraska, New 

| Hampshire, New Mexico, | 
Oklahoma, Rhode Island, 
Texas, Virginia, 

Washington, West 
Virginia, Wyoming. 
Implementation Phase: 

t 

Alabama, Colorado, 

| Florida, Illinois, Idaho, 

Michigan, Minnesota, j 

Mississippi , Missouri, 

Nevada , New York, North 
Dakota, Oregon, South 
Carolina, South Dakota , 
Tennessee, Utah, i 

Wisconsin. Planning 
Phase: Alaska, Georgia, 
Kansas, Maryland, New ' 

i 

i Jersey, Ohio. j 
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comprehensive, child-focused systems. State agencies face difficult decisions as to how best 
to implement the new systems while still addressing everyday work requirements. For 
example, workers need to be trained; manuals need to be revised; and paper and automated 
information systems need to be synchronized. The reality is that some States are still in the 
process of converting their data to their SACWIS systems and may not have been able to 
supply all of the data elements for the outcome measures used in this report. 

Data Sources for the Outcome Measures 

Information for this report has been compiled from several data sources. The report uses 
1997 population estimates from the Census Bureau to provide general, contextual 
information for each State, such as the total number of children younger than 18 years of 
age in the State. The majority of data used in this report has been extracted from two 
national child welfare reporting systems: the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System 
(NCANDS), which collects data on child maltreatment, and the Adoption and Foster Care 
Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), which collects data on foster care and adoption. 
These data collection systems are briefly described below. See appendix E for a list of the 
data elements that have been used for the contextual information and the outcome 
measures. 



In response to the 1988 amendments to the Child Abuse and Prevention Treatment Act 
(CAPTA), the Department developed the voluntary National Child Abuse and Neglect 
~ Data System (NCANDS). The NCANDS has two components: 

the Summary Data Component (SDC), which collects State 
aggregate data on key child maltreatment indicators, and the 
Detailed Case Data Component (DCDC), which collects case- 
level data on children in all reports alleging child abuse and/or 
neglect. Both components collect data on an annual basis. 



The ninth annual report 
on child maltreatment was 
published by the 
Department in June 2000. 



L. 



Almost all States submit data to the SDC. Recent amendments 
to CAPTA require States that receive the CAPTA State Child 
Abuse and Neglect Grant (the Basic State Grant) to report, to 
the maximum extent practicable, a number of data elements on 
child maltreatment, which have been incorporated into the 
SDC. Forty-nine States submitted data to the SDC for 1997. The 
* participation in the voluntary DCDC has been more gradual. In 
1997, 16 States reported to the DCDC. It is anticipated that as States fully implement their 
SACWIS systems, participation will increase in the coming years. 



The Department expects 
additional States to report 
DCDC case-level data for 
1998. 




Federal Data Sources 



In 1986, Congress added section 479 of the Social Security Act, directing the Department to 
establish and implement a system for the collection of comprehensive adoption and foster 
care data in the United States. After an extensive assessment of the ability of States to 
provide such data, the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System 
(AFCARS) was designed and implemented. Data are reported twice a year. The first 
reporting period was October 1, 1994, through March 31, 1995. 

AFCARS consists of two databases: the Foster Care Database and the Adoption Database. 
States submit case-level data to the Foster Care Database on all children in out-of-home care 
who are under placement, care, and supervision of the State child welfare agency. States 
also submit case-level data to the Adoption Database on all children adopted with State 
child welfare agency involvement. These include children in foster care and other children 
who received services from the child welfare system. 

This report uses data from the 1998 Annual Foster Care Database 
Adoption Database. The programming logic used to unduplicate 
and merge the 6-month submissions into annual databases can 
be accessed on-line at the Children’s Bureau’s website, located at 
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb. Data from 41 States 
are included in the 1998 Annual Foster Care Database, and data 
from 49 States make up the 1998 Annual Adoption Database. 

Because this report uses these two established national data sources, the NCANDS and the 
AFCARS, all 50 States plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have data on some 
elements. 

To assist the States in improving the quality of their data submissions, the Department is 
providing technical assistance through the newly established National Resource Center on 
Information Technology in Child Welfare and through the National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS) Development, Implementation, and Technical Assistance Program. 
The Department is confident that through these collaborative efforts, State data capacity 
will continue to improve, and data from more States will be incorporated into future annual 
reports. 



and the 1998 Annual 

I No additional reporting j 

burden has been placed 
on the States in compiling , 

i 

data for this report. j 
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t he circumstances that bring children to the attention of the child welfare 
system are often unique, complex, and multi dimensional. Diagnosing child 
maltreatment, providing appropriate services, and helping parents meet their 
responsibilities to protect and nurture their children involve collecting and 
using detailed information from many people and sources. Each child welfare 
agency, and its partners in providing services, must be held accountable to 
measure, report, and track results for the children they serve. 



As the Federal agency with oversight responsibility for State 
child welfare programs, the Department must ensure that States 
provide quality services that result in positive outcomes for 
children and families. The 1998 Annual Summary of State Child 
Welfare Data (Annual Summary), found at the end of this 
chapter, provides detailed contextual information and 
performance data for 30 States with the best data available on 
the national set of outcome measures. The chapter describes the criteria used in selecting 
the 30 States for inclusion in the Annual Summary. It discusses some key Findings based on 
the aggregate performance of these 30 States, and highlights their implications for policy 
and practice in child welfare, and it concludes with a presentation of the Annual Summary. 

Criteria for Inclusion of State Data 
in the Annual Summary 

The Annual Summary presents a picture of the status of children receiving services from 
State child welfare agencies, based on a sample of 30 States with the most comprehensive 
data submissions to the NCANDS and AFCARS. The 30 States were selected based on the 
following criteria: 

• Data on the majority of the outcome measures must have been provided. A State 
must have provided data for at least 9 of the 13 outcome measures. 

• Data for most of Outcome 3.1, Exits from Foster Care, must have been provided. A 
State must have provided data for at least 70 percent of all exits of children from 
foster care and included data on exits to adoption. 



The availability and 
, ^quality of data are critical 
| factors in measuring v 

i outcomes for children in , 

I 

the child welfare system. 
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Appendix F indicates which States have data included in the Annual Summary for each 
contextual element and outcome measure. It also indicates which States are not included 
in the Annual Summary, but have data included on their State pages. In effect, some 

elements have data from more than 30 States. 

1 
i 

1 Because the contextual information in the Annual Summary is 
based on a sample of 30 States, the data should not be regarded 
as national statistics. For example, highlights from Child 
Maltreatment 1997 in appendix A show more complete 
information from more States on child maltreatment victims 
> than the Annual Summary. Similarly, the FY 1998AFCARS 
I Report, also in appendix A, reports data from more States and 
| shows many more children in foster care on September 30, 

| 1998, than the Annual Summary. 

J 

Findings Based on the Contextual Information 

The first two pages of the Annual Summary provide contextual information for the 30 

States. Some key findings from the contextual part of the Annual Summary follow: 

• In 1997, there were 485,870 child victims of maltreatment in these 30 States. In 
Child Maltreatment 1997, it was estimated that there were 984,000 victims of 
maltreatment nationwide. 

• In these 30 States, more than half of the child victims suffered neglect (56%). A fifth 
of the child victims (20%) were victims of physical abuse; 12 percent experienced 
sexual abuse. 

• In FY 1998, 153,168 children entered foster care in these States. Forty-one percent of 
these children were 11 years of age or older. The FY 1998AFCARS Report estimates 
that there were 286,000 children entering foster care nationwide, and 40 percent 
were 1 1 years of age or older. 

• The median length of stay of the children who exited care was 10.8 months. The 
median length of stay of children in care on September 30, 1998, was 22.2 months. 

• African American and Alaska Native/American Indian children were over-represented 
in the foster care system. African American children were 17 percent of the general 
population, but 48 percent of the children in foster care at the end of FY 1998. 

Alaska Native/American Indian children were 1 percent of the general population 
and 2 percent of the children in foster care at the end of FY 1998. 

ERIC 3? 



In the coming years , it is 
anticipated that State 
data submissions will 

^ improve and data from 

I - ' ' . 

I more States will be 

| included in future annual 

summaries , resulting in 
data that are more 
comparable to national 
statistics. 
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• In these 30 States, 23,523 children were adopted. Almost half of the children adopted 
were African American. The FY 1998 AFCARS Report estimates that there were 
36,000 children adopted from the public child welfare system nationwide, and 46 
percent were African American. 

Findings and Policy Implications Based 
on the Outcome Measures 

The Annual Summary presents performance data for the 30 States. Some fundamental 
questions were developed in order to frame the findings from the Annual Summary and 
discuss the policy and practice implications of these findings: 

1. How many children are repeat victims of maltreatment? 

Eleven percent of child victims of maltreatment were estimated to have been victims of 
at least one additional incident of maltreatment within 12 months. 

The State child protective services (CPS) agency must ensure that the child’s safety is 
the paramount concern in all decision-making. The CPS agency must make every effort 
to utilize assessment tools to determine the dangers to the child and the family, the 
problems precipitating those dangers, and the families who are most likely to re-abuse 
their children. The CPS agency should make accessible, timely, and appropriate services 
available to these families and children and evaluate the results of these interventions 
before deciding to close the case. 

2. Is permanency being achieved for children under the placement and care 
responsibility of State child welfare agencies? 

Eighty-two percent of children exiting foster care left to permanent placements: 66 
percent were reunified with their families or other relatives, 14 percent were adopted, 
and 2 percent had legal guardians appointed. 

While most of the children who exit foster care achieve permanency, some children do 
not. State child welfare agencies should take steps to achieve permanency for all of the 
children under their placement and care and ensure that these children grow up in 
safe, stable families. 
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3. Is permanency being established for children of different races and 
ethnicities? 

Racial and ethnic differences in the percentage of children who exited to permanent 
placements were relatively small: 80 percent of African American children exited to 
permanency compared to 82 percent of Hispanic children, 82 percent of Alaska 
Native/American Indian children, and 83 percent of Caucasian children. 

Approximately four-fifths of all children leaving foster care, regardless of race or 
ethnicity, exit to permanent settings. However, the contextual data from the 30 States 
show that African American and Alaska Native/American Indian children are over- 
represented in foster care. For example, African American children comprised 17 
percent of the general population, but 48 percent of the children in foster care at the 
end of FY 1998; Alaska Native/American Indian children were 1 percent of the general 
population and 2 percent of the children in foster care during the same period. 

States should work to develop and/or reinforce community supports for families that 
are designed to address cultural differences and increase parental child rearing 
competencies to help parents overcome abusive behavior toward their children. State 
child welfare agencies should take steps to keep children safe and, if they are removed 
from their homes, to find them permanent placements as quickly as possible. 

4. How many youth exit foster care to emancipation? 

In these 30 States, approximately 6 percent of children exited foster care to 
emancipation. More than one-third of these children were younger than 12 when they 
entered the foster care system, meaning they had spent 6 or more years in care without 
finding a permanent home. 

Given the large number of children growing up in foster care, this finding supports the 
mandate of the Foster Care Independence Act of 1999, which requires States to provide 
independent living and other supportive services to children who continue to remain 
in foster care to help them transition to self sufficiency. It also suggests that States 
should make increased efforts to find permanent homes for older youths. 
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5. How quickly are children in the foster care system being reunified with their 
families? 

Sixty-five percent of children who were reunified with their parents or other relatives had been 
in foster care for less than 12 months. 

While most children are being reunified with their families within 12 months of entering foster 
care, many other children take much longer to reunify. If children must be separated from their 
parents, the State child welfare agency should work for the child’s return, if it can be done 
safely. The agency should identify which services are needed by families of abused or neglected 
children and take steps to expedite the safe return of children to their families through the 
provision of services. 

6. Of the children entering foster care in FY 1998, how many were re-entering foster 
care? 

Seventeen percent of the children entering foster care in FY 1998 had been in foster care 
previously. 

State child welfare agencies must avoid reunifying children without providing the necessary 
supportive services to their families. 

7. How quickly are children in the foster care system being adopted? 

Sixteen percent of adoptions occurred within 2 years of the child’s entry into foster care. 
However, 49 percent of adoptions occurred after the children had been in foster care 4 years 
or more. 

Many children wait too long to find a permanent home. The Adoption and Safe Families Act of 
1997 (ASFA) includes provisions that shorten the timeframe for making permanency planning 
decisions and establish a timeframe for initiating proceedings to terminate parental rights. Also, 
ASFA strongly promotes the timely adoption of children who cannot return safely to their own 
homes. Many State child welfare agencies have implemented effective practices to meet the 
ASFA provisions, thus reducing the length of time to adoption. These agencies work 
concurrently to reunify a family while, at the same time, planning for the possibility that 
reunification will not succeed. For example, an agency might seek out foster parents or 
potential adoptive parents who will be willing to adopt the child should reunification efforts 
fail. These and other practices — like listing the child with appropriate adoption exchanges or 
taking timely steps to complete home studies — can expedite the time to adoption. 
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8. Are children experiencing stable foster care placements? 

For children who had been in foster care less than 12 months, 81 percent had two or 
fewer placements; for children in care 48 months or more, only 39 percent had two or 
fewer placements. 

The longer children remained in foster care, the less likely they were to have 
experienced stable placements. To reduce the number of placement settings 
experienced by children in foster care, State child welfare agencies should provide 
adequate supports to foster children and their foster parents in order to prevent the 
disruption of placements. 

These data highlights are based on the data presented in the Annual Summary, which 
follows. The Annual Summary provides a baseline for tracking State performance on 
the outcome measures in the future. 
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1998 Annual Summaiy of State Child Welfare Data 

O o ntext Data 



A. Key Context Statistics 



GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 


| Total children under 18 yrs 


41,516,560 


8 • Alaska Native/American Indian 


1% 


• Asian/Pacific Islander 


3% 


• Black 


17% 


• Hispanic 


13% 


• White 


66% 


Child population in poverty 


19% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


79% 


CHILD WELFARE 




Child maltreatment victims during 1997 (N=27 States) 


485,870 


Children in foster care on 9/30/98 (N=30 States) 


306,940 


Children adopted during FY 1998 (N=30 States) 


23,523 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 






Count 


Rate 


[ Children subject of an investigated 

| report alleging child maltreatment 


(N=26 


States) 


1.528.140 


39 per 1,000 


I Child maltreatment victims 1 


(N=27 


States) 


485.870 


12 per 1,000 


1 Child fatalities 


(N=27 


States) 


742 


1.8 per 100,000 



AGE 

(N=25 States) 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Nunber 


Child victims 


7% 


31% 


30% 


23% 


6% 


3% 


100% 


408,529 



RACE/ETHNICITY 

(N=24 States) 


Alaska 

Native/A.l. 


“E* Black Hispanic 
Islander 


White 


Other 


Uhabteto 

Detemwie 

/Missing 


Total 2 


Nunber 


Child victims 


2% 


1% 


29% 8% 


58% 


2% 


8% 


108% 


402,838| 




MALTREATMENT 
TYPE (N=25 States) 


Emotional 


Medical 

Neglect 




Sexual 

Abuse 


Other 


Unknown 


Total 3 


Number 


Child victims 


4% 


3% 


56% 20% 


12% 


19% 


0% 


114% 


408,761 



1 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

3 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 



o 
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C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 

(N=30 States) 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


In Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 


284,160 


153,168 


130,696 


306,940 


437,328 


Median length of stay (months) 


24.0 


N/A 


10.8 


22.2 


N/A 



AGE 

(N =30 States) 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


^ 

Nunber 


In care on 10/1/97 


4% 


27% 


27% 


27% 


13% 


2% 


0% 


100% 


284,160 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


13% 


25% 


21% 


30% 


11% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


153,168 


Exited care (FY 1 998) 


4% 


25% 


23% 


26% 


20% 


3% 


0% 


101% 


130,696 


In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


26% 


27% 


27% 


14% 


2% 


0% 


100% 


306,940 J 



1 RACE/ETHNICITY 

(N=30 States) 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Padfk 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing . 


Total 


Nunber 


In care on 10/1/97 


2% 


1% 


51% 


8% 


33% 


6% 


101% 


284,160 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


3% 


2% 


33% 


9% 


47% 


6% 


100% 


153,168 


Exited care (FY 1998) 

i 


3% 


2% 


37% 


8% 


45% 


6% 


101% 


130,696 


I In care on 9/30/98 


2% 


1% 


48% 


9% 


35% 


6% 


101% 


306,940 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/1998' 1 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 



Children waiting to be adopted 

• Children whose parents’ rights 
have been terminated (TPR) 



(N=30 States) 
(N=29 States) 



91,745 

43,845 



AGE 

(N=30 States) 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 6-10 

Yrs Yrs 


11-15 16-17 

Yrs Yrs 


Missing Total 


Nunber 


Waiting children 


3% 


34% 37% 




23% 3% 


1% 101% 


91,745 | 




| RACE/ETHNICITY 

I (N=30 States) 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Padfk 
Is toider 


Black 


Hispank White 


Unable to 

Determme Total 

_ /Missing . _ 


Nunber 


1 Waiting children 


1% 


1% 


55% 


9% 27% 


6% 99% 


91,745 


E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption 


Database, FY 1998) 


1 AGE 

(N=30 States) 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 6-10 

Yrs Yrs 




’i" 15 16+ Yrs 

Yrs 


Missng Total 


Nunber 


1 Children 


1% 


42% 38% 




16% 2% 


0% 99% 


23,523 




| RACE/ETHNICITY 

| (H=30 States) 


Alaska 

Native/A.1 


Asian/Padfk 

Islander 


Black 


Hispank White 


Unable to 

Determine Total 

/Urtnown 


Nunber 1 


1 Children 


1% 


1% 


49% 


9% 33% 


6% 99% 


23,523 | 



4 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older with TPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children and TPR 
populations. 



4-8 



33 



Key Findings and Implications 



O u t c o 



Data 



1 . Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



BoB IfeMrefflxg® off 
(iMsfll Sloaflcps]) 


Children without a recurrence within 1 2 months 


89% 


Children with one or more recurrences 
within 1 2 months 


11% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


160,745 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 



jy MUMmSomma 8m Ikrnmr €ww 


Children maltreated while in foster care 


I 


Children not maltreated while in foster care 


e 

k 


Total 


>- o 


Number 


£ C 



3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 




1 J! dssfloa off HDfeaMtad) OdIMrsob 


Adoption 


17% 


Guardianship 


2% 


Reunification 


56% 


Other 


16% 


Missing 


9% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


18,166 
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$o4! Haste few 


AMs 

mmm 




(MS 


C^jHnfe 


©MS 


[IMS Oil 


RMtrg 


Adoption 


6% 


16% 


19% 


14% 


11% 


16% 


1% 


Guardianship 


4% 


3% 


1% 


1% 


2% 


1% 


0% 


Reunification 


72% 


68% 


60% 


67% 


70% 


67% 


67% 


Other 


9% 


12% 


11% 


12% 


11% 


11% 


5% 


Missing 


9% 


1% 


8% 


6% 


6% 


5% 


27% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


99% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


3,919 


2,039 


47,899 


10,794 


58,248 


7,695 


102 



§„§ EssSOss do 
PWi® !!(M(f§sD 


Children age 1 2 or younger at entry 


35% 


Children older than 1 2 at entry 


65% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


7,725 



4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 

40 THtaXP Q@ tefflOD0teD88E«D 
Phi® ScaocPij) 

Less than 12 months 

At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 
At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 
At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 
48 or more months 
Missing 
Total 
Number 



N 



4)J QMMMia Wto® loatews'dl feeotrff (Cam? to IFif OSSU® 


Children entering care for the first time 


78% 


Children re-entering care within 1 2 months of a prior episode 


10% 


Children re-entering care more than 1 2 months after a prior episode 


7% 


Missing 


5% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


153,168 



65% 

16% 

7% 

4% 

6 % 

2 % 

100 % 

86,586 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



Less than 12 months 


5% 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


11% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


16% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


19% 


48 or more months 


49% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


18,858 



80 
70 
60 
&5 0 
I 40 
1 30 
20 
10 
0 



5% 






n% 



16% 

X 71 



18% 



49% 



0 % 









Sol 

/%p 3 m OOdW ®G IMiiy/ (^©3® Sgs 


D08*?>)) 


Less than 12 months 


8% 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


10% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


15% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


19% 


48 or more months 


47% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


6,965 






80 
70 
60 
. 50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 



8 % 



10% 



15% 



19% 



47% 



0 % 












6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



®o D IMo^ooofew ©^(T [bsy OceeffiEm 
T&booop Ora (&MKP §GaiQ(P§]) lorn 


fiQ 03033 ASeEBb 
G nC«83 


fiQ 03033 80 EEBt 
(M«§S 


/SBttsasaaScuBBT 

Onus'® 


GuDEGb 


(SMig 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


81% 


60% 


52% 


48% 


39% 


93% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


18% 


40% 


47% 


52% 


61% 


3% 


Missing 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


4% 


Total 


99% 


100% 


99% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


131,355 


57,715 


38,671 


29,828 


69,591 


2,063 



7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



ffoQ SftaKfl Spcc^ooQ IFQaKr^coaFooG ®(F Oofifcfro Wta ISoaifto)© 

P5f 0®®© ffloosD Wm? /%p Qlc^'fcoxMT^aO Qto TTTtox^ dFTOote iQ®Q^)) 


Group homes 


5% 


Institutions 


6% 


Other settings 


88% 


Missing 


1% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


87,401 
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<3 n keeping with the guiding principle that the State data be used to assess the 
If continuous improvement in performance over time, the 1998 outcome measures 
/ j are presented on a State-by-State basis. Each State’s statistics are presented in their 

if entirety on several consecutive pages: two pages of context data, three pages of 

j i outcome data, and one page of State commentary. This chapter describes the 

review process that was conducted with the States, summarizes some of the main 
clarification points that are intended to assist the reader when reviewing the State pages, 
and presents each State’s data. 

State Review of Their Data 

Using the data from the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data 
System (NCANDS) and the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis 
and Reporting System (AFCARS).the Department prepared 
drafts of each State’s data. These drafts were sent to the States 
on September 9, 1999. The States were given the opportunity to 
provide comments to clarify their data submissions or to 
identify factors that may have affected performance. The 
comments provided by the States are included with each State’s 
data. 



Each State was invited to 
provide additional \ 

information on the State 
child welfare system and 
its outcome data. These 
comments assist the reader ; 
in interpreting the State 
data. 



Based on the commentary from the States and the procedures for developing the data to 
support the outcomes and measures, the Department has prepared clarification notes for 
the reader. The main points are summarized below. A more complete discussion of these 
and other issues can be found in appendix G. 

• A child who has been found by the child protective services agency to have been the 
subject of a substantiated or indicated report of maltreatment is counted as a child 
maltreatment victim. The majority of States report to NCANDS using the 
“substantiated” category; 11 States use both “substantiated” and “indicated” categories. 
These States may have higher rates of child maltreatment victims than those States 
that use only one category. 

• The numbers of child fatalities due to maltreatment are based on the information 
that is available to State child protective services agencies. These numbers are 
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influenced by the specific State and local policies and protocols for investigating 
child deaths, including suspicious and accidental deaths. 

• The median is the score of the middle case, when the scores of all cases are 
arranged in order. For example, if data on 125 children are ordered from the shortest 
length of stay in foster care to the longest length of stay, the length of stay of the 
63rd child is the median length of stay for these children. 

• Children who have been counted as “waiting to be adopted” are those with a goal 
of adoption and/or whose parents’ rights have been terminated. Children 16 years of 
age and older whose parents’ rights have been terminated, but who have a goal of 
emancipation, are not included. 

• For some States, there is a difference between the number of adopted children 
reported in the context element on the number of adoptions completed in FY 1998 
and the number reported in the outcome measure on reduction of time to adoption. 
The context element includes all children who were classified as having been 
adopted with “State agency involvement,” while the outcome measure refers only to 
children who have been adopted from the foster care system. These counts may 
differ from those associated with the Adoption Incentive Program, which uses 
different criteria for counting adoptions in awarding the incentive funds. 

• Recurrence of maltreatment is determined by counting the association of a child 
with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment. An estimating 
technique has been used to forecast the recurrence rate of child abuse and neglect 
victims over a 12-month time period. 

• Some States include in their AFCARS foster care population adolescents who have 
committed offenses under the juvenile justice system and are under the placement, 
care, or supervision of the State child welfare agency. The proportion of these 
children in the State foster care population varies significantly among the States. 

State Data Pages 

Beginning with the next page, each State’s data on the context information and the child 
welfare outcomes are presented. 






Context Data 






A. Key Context Statistics 






1 GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 






Total children under 18 yrs 


1,071,708 




• Alaska Native/American Indian 


0% 




• Asian/Pacific Islander 


1% 


j 


• Black 


32% 




• Hispanic 


1% 




• White 


65% 




Child population in poverty 


25% 


^ ■ 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


67% 


\ ’/ 
' w. 


CHILD WELFARE 






Child maltreatment victims during 1 997 


19,489 




Children in foster care on 9/30/98 


5,198 




Children adopted during FY 1998 


123 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


I Children subject of an investigated 
| report alleging child maltreatment 


40,773 


38 per 1,000 


1 Child maltreatment victims 1 


19,489 


18 per 1,000 


| Child fatalities 


25 


2.3 per 100,000 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 Yrs $-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yr 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Nunber 


Child victims 


7% 


29% 30% 


27% 


5% 


1% 


99% 


19,489 1 




RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Pacific 

Wander. 


Hispanic 


White Other 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Tote) 2 


Number 


Child victims 


0% 


0% 38% 


1% 


61% 0% 


1% 


101% 


19.489 1 



MALTREATMENT . . 

jypg tmouonal 


MedicaJ 

Neglect 


Ne^ect 


Physical 

Abuse 


Sexual 

Abuse 


Other 


Unknown 


Total 3 


Nunber 


j Child victims 7% 


0% 


48% 


39% 


21% 


0% 


0% 


115% 


19,489 



1 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

1 Percentages may total more than 1 00 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 
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C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


!n Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 


5,246 


2,803 


2,851 


5,198 


8,049 


Median length of stay (months) 


19.3 


N/A 


9.4 


22.1 


N/A 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missmg 


Total 


Nunber 


In care on 10/1/97 


4% 


25% 


24% 


29% 


17% 


2% 


0% 


101 % 


5,246 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


14% 


24% 


22% 


28% 


11% 


0% 


0% 


99% 


2,803 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


5% 


25% 


22% 


24% 


19% 


4% 


0% 


99% 


2,851 


I In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


23% 


25% 


29% 


17% 


2% 


0% 


100% 


5,198 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Padfk 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Nunber 


In care on 10/1/97 


0% 


0% 


55% 


1% 


44% 


0% 


100% 


5,246 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


0% 


0% 


49% 


1% 


49% 


0% 


99% 


2,803 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


0% 


0% 


49% 


1% 


50% 


0% 


100% 


2,851 


In care on 9/30/98 


0% 


0% 


55% 


1% 


44% 


0% 


100% 


5,198 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/1998 4 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 

OVERVIEW 



Children waiting to be adopted 972 

• Children whose parents' rights ^gg 

have been terminated (TPR) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs_ 


11-15 

Yrs 


32 


Total 


Nunber 


Waiting children 


2% 


30% 


38% 


20% 


5 % 5 % 


100 % 


972 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Aaan/Padfk 

blander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determme 
/Missing — 

0% 


Total 


Nunber 


Waiting children 


1% 


0% 


56% 


1% 


42% 


100% 


972 



E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missmg 


Total 


Nunber 


Children 


4% 


47% 


36% 


13% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


12 iJ 



RACE/ETHNICITY N ^ | 


Asian/Padfk 

Islander 


Blade 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Uricnown 


Total 


Nunber 


Children 0% 


0% 


46% 


2% 


52% 


0% 


100% 


123 



1 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older with TPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children and TPR 
populations. 
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Outcomes Data 



1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



fl o fl dr 




Children without a recurrence within 12 months 


- 


Children with one or more recurrences 
within 1 2 months 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/ or Neglect in 
Foster Care 




3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 
(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



So fl EssflOs fern fffisteff 



Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


82% 


Other 


8% 


Missing 


10% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


2,851 




U IssfiQs df CWMjtfffD DU 

axr OOter 


Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


78% 


Other 


13% 


Missing 


9% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


970 
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Alabama 
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S.4I issflGs 




(MMiilin? 








ESiijuifljty 


EMig 


Adoption 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Reunification 


100% 


80% 


83% 


89% 


82% 


50% 


0% 


Other 


0% 


0% 


9% 


3% 


6% 


0% 


0% 


Missing 


0% 


20% 


8% 


9% 


12% 


50% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


101% 


100% 


100% 


0% 


Number 


7 


5 


1,389 


35 


1,413 


2 


0 



DoS issfids 0® iomsBMfipfita) 


Children age 1 2 or younger at entry 


64% 


Children older than 1 2 at entry 


36% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


87 



4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 




4J Wta) Imtewdl Camp Sob IF¥ BSS® 


Children entering care for the first time 


81% 


Children re-entering care within 1 2 months of a prior episode 


8% 


Children re-entering care more than 1 2 months after a prior episode 


10% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


2,803 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



i.0 Ita® 8® MsjptteoB 


Less than 12 months 




At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 




At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 




| At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 




48 or more months 




Missing 




Total 




Number 





SJ Qco) McqpjQltai (faff (tMteo 

2 m OOdW aO IooGo$ 


Less than 12 months 


- 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


• 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


- 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


- 


48 or more months 


- 


Missing 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



®oQ [MiMokftf cotf 
% Tftaxp (too Cm? 5 


OiseeffisaD 
AS 02©, 


flCttsBS'OSinnBc 

QdB-sSO 


&fe003SOGIB& o 

GbB<3§@ 


GnB<3<® 


4© Q? GOGH© 
» 


fWfegftig 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


95% 


82% 


70% 


69% 


49% 


92% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


5% 


18% 


30% 


31% 


51% 


8% 


Missing 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


3,277 


1,651 


881 


539 


1,689 


12 



7, Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 




O 
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A. Key Context Statistics 



GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 




Total children under 18 yrs 


188,329 


• Alaska Native/American Indian 


22% 


• Asian/Pacific Islander 


4% 


• Black 


4% 


• Hispanic 


4% 


• White 


65% 


Child population in poverty 


10% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


45% 


CHILD WELFARE 




Child maltreatment victims during 1997 


9,017 


Children in foster care on 9/30/98 


- 


Children adopted during FY 1998 


95 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


Children subject of an investigated 
report alleging child maltreatment 


11,616 


62 per 1 ,000 


Child maltreatment victims 1 


9,017 


48 per 1,000 


Child fatalities 


• 


1 



AGE 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Child victims 6% 


34% 


32% 


24% 


4% 


0% 


100% 


9,017 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska Asian/Pacific 

Native/A.1. Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Other 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 2 


Nunber 


Child victims 


42% 2% 


8% 


3% 


40% 


0% 


7% 


102% 


9,017 



MALTREATMENT 

TYPE 


Emotional 


Medical 

Neglect 


Neglect 


Physical 

Abuse 


Sexual 

Abuse 


Other 


Unknown 


Total 3 


Number 


Child victims 


1% 


0% 


61% 


26% 


12% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


9,017 



1 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

1 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 
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Context Data 





C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



nVFRVTFW In Care on Entered Care Exited Care In Care on Total Served 

UVLKV1LW 10/1/97 (FY 1998) (FY 1998) 9/3 0/98 ■otaiservea 

Children - - 

Median length of stay (months) - N/A - - N/A 



AGE 


Under 1-5 

1 Yr Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


- 'j 

Nunber 


In care on 10/1/97 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


- 


* 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Exited care (FY 1998) 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


In care on 9/30/98 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Nunber 


| In care on 10/1/97 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 




Entered care (FY 1 998) 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


\ 




Exited care (FY 1998) 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


s \_ 


- 


In care on 9/30/98 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


i i - 


- x 


- 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/ loss' 1 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 










Children waiting to be adopted - j 

• Children whose parents’ rights 
have been terminated (TPR) | 


r . 






j .■ 
/ . 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 6-10 

Yrs Yrs 


11-15 16-17 

Yrs Yrs 


Missing Total 


Nunber 1 


Waiting children ... . - - - J 




RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Sack Hispanic White 


Unable to 

Determine Total 

/Missing - 


Nunber 


Waiting children 


- 


- 


- 




- 



E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 



AGE 




Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missaig 


Total 


Nunber 


Children 




0% 


48% 


37% 


15% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


95 | 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1 


Asian/Pacific 
_ Jstaider. 


Sack 


Hispank 


White 


Unable to 
Detenrew 
. /Unknown) 


Total 


Nunber 


Children 


53% 


0% 


22% 


3% 


22% 


0% 


100% 


95 



1 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older with TPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children and TPR 
populations. 
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1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



Lfl 


Children without a recurrence within 12 months 


- 


Children with one or more recurrences 
within 1 2 months 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 




3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 




Sol iMte <sR CMMkHro 




Issfte coif CWtiKS’m A®? 11 1 
(M’OOdWafi downy 


Adoption 




Adoption 


Guardianship 




Guardianship 


Reunification 




Reunification 


Other 




Other 


Missing 




Missing 


Total 




Total 


Number 




Number 
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Outcomes Data 





4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



4U fta? 0® femOflteaiaflsxra 




Less than 1 2 months 




At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 




At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 




At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 




48 or more months 




Missing 




Total 




Number 





41 J! (CMMkHB Wta® iflafiswwtl jPsstefr &ire> to (Rf 11®®S 

Children entering care for the first time 
Children re-entering care within 1 2 months of a prior episode 
Children re-entering care more than 1 2 months after a prior episode 
Missing 
Total 



Number 




5-12 




Alaska 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



SoD lta» A® M:qpGto 


Less than 12 months 


- 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


- 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


- 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


- 


48 or more months 


- 


Missing 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



IU1 inaotisxp Q® ^dtegsGflcoxo (few OoSOdtoew) 
%?> i got SJMrt ao OuroGoy/ 


Less than 12 months 


- 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


- 


5 

At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


- 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


- 


48 or more months 


- 


Missing 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 




6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 

& 0 mmSm caff QiseeQiHi) fflc OsgEB “Og ajE&o ®te&93aiE&o gQfe9sB§@aiE&o <30®Gaai© mtotriri 
BsS 1 / TTSbowp Boo (Ssikp “OSguEBo GhG<sS9 GeG<3§@ QeG<s<0@ Q2®> u 

Children with 2 or fewer placements - - - ... 

Children with 3 or more placements - - - ... 

Missing - - - ... 

Total - - - ... 

Number ... 

7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 
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Theresa Tanoury, Director, Division of Family and Youth Services 
Alaska Department of Health and Social Services • ( 907 ) 465-3170 



The Alaska Division of Family and Youth Services 
is currently in the planning phase of our new 
Statewide Automated Child Welfare Information 
System: Online Resources for the Children of 
Alaska, or ORCA. Once ORCA is fully 
implemented, AFCARS Foster Care as well as 
NCANDS DCDC data will be submitted for 
inclusion in the Annual Report on Child Welfare 
Outcomes. 



There is one point of clarification that should be 
made with respect to the Child Victims element 
of the Child Welfare Context Data, Section B: 
Alaska classifies the disposition of investigated 
maltreatment reports into three categories: 
substantiated, indicated, and invalid. The Child 
Victims element of the Child Welfare Context 
Data, Section B includes all of the children who 
had a disposition of either “substantiated” or 
“indicated” as victims. This accounts for the 
remarkably high child victim rate that is reported 
for Alaska. 



o 
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O o ntext Data 



A. Key Context Statistics 



GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 


Total children under 18 yrs 


1,278,063 


• Alaska Native/American Indian 


7% 


• Asian/Pacific Islander 


2% 


• Black 


3% 


• Hispanic 


31% 


• White 


57% 


Child population in poverty 


25% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


82% 


CHILD WELFARE 


Child maltreatment victims during 1 997 


24,005 


Children in foster care on 9/30/98 


5,608 


Children adopted during FY 1998 


- 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


Children subject of an investigated 
report alleging child maltreatment 


52,886 


41 per 1 ,000 


Child maltreatment victims 1 


24,005 


19 per 1,000 


Child fatalities 


12 


0.9 per 100,000 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Child victims 


6% 


29% 


29% 


23% 


5% 


7% 


99% 


24,005 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska Asian/Pacific 

Native/A.l. Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Other 


Unable to 
Determine 
. /Missing 


Total 2 


Number 


Child victims 


4% 0% 


6% 


23% 


52% 


28% 


10% 


123% 


24,005 



MALTREATMENT 

TYPE 


Emotional 


Medical 

Neglect 


Neglect 


Physical 

Abuse 


Sexual 

Abuse 


Other 


Unknown 


Total 3 Number 


Child victims 


2% 


8% 


51% 


32% 


6% 


0% 


0% 


99% 24,005 



1 Children with more than one report of substant iated or indicated malt reatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

s Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 
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C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


In Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 

Median length of stay (months) 


3,498 

16.0 


4,300 

N/A 


2,190 

3.7 


5,608 

10.6 


7,798 

N/A 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1 /97 


4% 


27% 


27% 


30% 


12% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


3,498 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


13% 


28% 


25% 


25% 


9% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


4,300 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


7% 


28% 


26% 


23% 


16% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


2,190 


In care on 9/30/98 


5% 


27% 


26% 


28% 


14% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


5,608 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 1 0/1/97 


4% 


0% 


15% 


24% 


55% 


2% 


100% 


3,498 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


5% 


0% 


11% 


28% 


50% 


6% 


100% 


4,300 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


5% 


0% 


12% 


23% 


56% 


4% 


100% 


2,190 


In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


0% 


13% 


27% 


51% 


4% 


99% 


5,608 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/1998 4 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 

OVERVIEW 

Children waiting to be adopted i ,375 

• Children whose parents' rights -j 

have been terminated (TPR) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 




6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-17 

Jrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


5% 


38% 


39% 


17% 


1% 


0% 


100% 


1,375 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 
Native /A. 1. 


Asian/Pacific g^ 

Islander 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing.™ 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


4% 


0% 14% 


26% 


53% 


3% 


100% 


1,375 



E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missing Total Number 


Children 


- 


• 


• 


- 


- 


. 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l 


Asian/Pacific g^ 

Islander 


Unable to 

Hispanic White Determine Total Number 

_ /Unknown - - 


Children 


* 


- 






4 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older with TPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children and TPR 
populations. 



O u t c omes Data 



1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment 


Children without a recurrence within 12 months 


- 


Children with one or more recurrences 




within 1 2 months 




Total 


- 


Number 


- 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 



2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care 




Children maltreated while in foster care 


-o 

oi 


Children not maltreated while in foster care 


o 

*§ 


Total 


-Q c\i 

O t 


Number 


h— -E 



3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 
(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



3.1 Exits from Foster Care ; i 




Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% | 


Reunification 


10% 


Other 


1% 


Missing 


89% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


2,190 




13-3 Exits of Children Age 
f or Older at Entry 


#t|iji§ 


Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


7% 


Other 


1% 


Missing 


91% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


641 



-‘3.2 Exits of Disabled Children 




Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


23% 


Other 


0% 


Missing 


78% 


Total 


101% 


Number 


40 
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3.4 Exits by Race/Ethnicity 


Alaska 

Native/A.I. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 


Missing 


Adoption 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Reunification 


16% 


0% 


10% 


8% 


10% 


15% 


0% 


Other 


0% 


0% 


1% 


1% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Missing 


84% 


100% 


89% 


92% 


89% 


85% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


101% 


99% 


100% 


0% 


Number 


106 


7 


266 


506 


1,225 


80 


0 



3.5 Exits to Emancipation 




m 


Children age 12 or younger at entry 


50% 




Children older than 12 at entry 


50% 




Missing 


0% 




Total 


100% 




Number 


4 





4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 




4.2 Children Who Entered Foster Care in FY 1998 


111 |||| 


Children entering care for the first time 


84% 


Children re-entering care within 1 2 months of a prior episode 


10% 


Children re-entering care more than 12 months after a prior episode 


3% 


Missing 


3% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


4,300 







Arizona 



Outcomes Data 



5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



5. 1 Time to Adoption 



Less than 1 2 months 


- 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


- 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


- 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


- 


48 or more months 


- 


Missing 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



5.2 Time to Adoption for Children 
Age 3 or Older at Entry 


Less than 1 2 months 


- 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


- 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


- 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


- 


48 or more months 


- 


Missing 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



6.1 Number of Placements 
by Time in Care 


Less than 
12 mos. 


At least 12 mos., 
but < 24 


At least 24 mos., 
but < 36 


At least 36 mos., 
but < 48 


48 or more 
mos. 


Missing 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


32% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


47% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


66% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


33% 


Missing 


2% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


21% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


101% 


Number 


4,496 


1,263 


692 


501 


757 


89 



7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



ERIC 



7 1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered Care During 
F Y~1 9 9 8 "a nd ~ W e re~Ag e~12 ‘or “Y o u n ger’a t' t h e*T i me'o FT 1 1 i s~P 1 ace me n t 



Group homes 


6% 


Institutions 


22% 


Other settings 


71% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


3,010 
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A. Key Context Statistics 



GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 


Total children under 18 yrs 


662,692 


• Alaska Native/American Indian 


1% 


• Asian/Pacific Islander 


1% 


• Black 


21% 


• Hispanic 


3% 


• White 


75% 


Child population in poverty 


27% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


48% 


CHILD WELFARE 


Child maltreatment victims during 1997 


5,109 


Children in foster care on 9/30/98 


3,138 


Children adopted during FY 1998 


258 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


Children subject of an investigated 
report alleging child maltreatment 


30,441 


46 per 1 ,000 


Child maltreatment victims 1 


5,109 


8 per 1 ,000 


Child fatalities 


3 


0.5 per 100,000 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Child victims 


3% 


24% 


24% 


21% 


7% 


21% 


100% 


5,109 



RACE/ETHNICITY ,**1 


Asian /Pacific 
blander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Other 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing . 


Total 2 


Number 


Child victims 0% 


0% 


22% 


2% 


69% 


1% 


8% 


102% 


5,109 



MALTREATMENT 

TYPE 


Emotional Neglect Ne 9 lett 


Physical 

Abuse 


“ Other 
Abuse 


Unknown Total 3 Number 


Child victims 




- 


- 


5,109 



1 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages rnay total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

3 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 
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C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


In Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 

Median length of stay (months) 


2,490 

11.3 


2,737 

N/A 


2,094 

3.7 


3,138 

12.2 


5,227 

N/A 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1/97 


5% 


23% 


22% 


30% 


20% 


1% 


0% 


101% 


2,490 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


10% 


24% 


24% 


32% 


10% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


2,737 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


5% 


28% 


21% 


25% 


20% 


1% 


0% 


100% 


2,094 


In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


23% 


24% 


31% 


18% 


1% 


0% 


101% 


3,138 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l. 


Asiart/Pactfic 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missinq .. 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1/97 


1% 


0% 


42% 


1% 


56% 


0% 


100% 


2,490 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


0% 


0% 


32% 


2% 


62% 


3% 


99% 


2,737 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


i% 


0% 


30% 


2% 


64% 


3% 


100% 


2,094 


In care on 9/30/98 


0% 


0% 


41% 


1% 


56% 


1% 


99% 


3,138 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/1998 4 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 




Children waiting to be adopted 


335 


* Children whose parents' rights 


37 


have been terminated (TPR) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-17 

Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


4% 


30% 


33% 


30% 


2% 


0% 


99% 


335 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missinq 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


0% 


0% 


43% 


0% 


55% 


2% 


100% 


335 


E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 


AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 6-10 

Yrs Yrs 




11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Children 


3% 


38% 39% 




17% 


2% 


0% 


99% 


258 




RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l 


Asian/Pacifk 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Children 


1% 


0% 


22% 


2% 


74% 


0% 


99% 


258 



4 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older withTPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children andTPR 
populations. 




5-22 tr 



56 



O u t c o me s Da t a 



1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/ or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment 



Children without a recurrence within 12 months 

Children with one or more recurrences 
within 1 2 months 

Total 

Number 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 



2. 1 Maltreatment in Foster Care 


lliil 


Children maltreated while in foster care 


TD 


Children not maltreated while in foster care 


t 

O 

gv 




^ O 


Total 


-S £ 


Number 


£ .£ 



3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 
(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



3.1 Exits from Foster Care Vv; 



Adoption 


2% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


62% 


Other 


8% 


Missing 


29% 


Total 


101% 


Number 


2,094 




3.3 Exits of Children Age 12 
or Older at Entry 


' • J:| *■' . -t - 

' 


Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


48% 


Other 


17% 


Missing 


35% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


844 



3.2 Exits of Disabled Children • : a//- 


Adoption 


4% 


Guardianship 


0% 


Reunification 


64% 


Other 


10% 


Missing 


22% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


166 
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Arkansas 



Outcomes Data 



3.4 Exits by Race/Ethnicity § 


y Alaska 
Native/A. 1. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 


Missing 


Adoption 


19% 


0% 


1% 


0% 


2% 


0% 


0% 


Guardianship 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Reunification 


63% 


1 00% 


61% 


63% 


62% 


81% 


55% 


Other 


6% 


0% 


5% 


4% 


9% 


6% 


3% 


Missing 


13% 


0% 


32% 


33% 


28% 


14% 


42% 


Total 


101% 


100% 


99% 


100% 


101% 


101% 


100% 


Number 


16 


7 


620 


46 


1,338 


36 


31 



3.5 Exits to Emancipation 




Children age 1 2 or younger at entry 


10% 


Children older than 1 2 at entry 


90% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


49 



4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) ~ 

■ 



4.1 Time to Reunification 



Less than 1 2 months 83% 

At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 1 2% 

At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 2% 

At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 1% 

48 or more months 1% 

Missing 0% 

Total 99% 

Number 1,297 



100 /I 

90 

80 

70 



o> 60 

3 



50 
40 
30 
20 
10 



83% 



12 % 

£Z A 



A 2 % 



1 % 



1 % 



0 % 



4.2 Children Who Entered Foster Care in FY 1998 



Children entering care for the first time 
Children re-entering care within 1 2 months of a prior episode 
Children re-entering care more than 12 months after a prior episode 
Missing 
Total 
Number 






90% 

7% 

0% 

3% 

100 % 

2,737 



— X O'- 



ERIC 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 




5.2 Time to Adoption for Children . 

: “ Age 3 or Older at Entry = •' : : r ■ * ' * 


Less than 1 2 months 


13% 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


20% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


20% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


27% 


48 or more months 


20% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


15 





6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



6.1 Number of Placements 
by Time in Care 


Less than 
12 mos. 


At least 12 mos., 
but <24 


At least 24 mos., 
but < 36 


At least 36 mos., 
':fy* but <48 


48 or more 
1ft mos. 


Missing 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


71% 


65% 


72% 


79% 


84% 


72% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


29% 


35% 


28% 


21% 


16% 


22% 


Missing 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


6% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


3,112 


1,014 


432 


211 


440 


18 



7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 
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Context Data 



A. Key Context Statistics 


GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 


Total children under 18 yrs 


8,951,653 


• Alaska Native/American Indian 


1% 


• Asian/Pacific Islander 


11% 


• Black 


7% 


• Hispanic 


40% 


• White 


41% 


Child population in poverty 


25% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


99% 



CHILD WELFARE 



174,170 

112,767 

4,062 



Child maltreatment victims during 1997 
Children in foster care on 9/30/98 
Children adopted during FY 1998 



o 

ERIC 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


Children subject of an investigated 
report alleging child maltreatment 


480,443 


54 per 1 ,000 


Child maltreatment victims 1 


174,170 


1 9 per 1 ,000 


Child fatalities 


47 


0.5 per 100,000 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Child victims 


1% 


8% 


11% 


9% 


4% 


67% 


100% 


174,170 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Nath/e/A.1. 


Asian /Pacific 
Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Other 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 2 


Number 


Child victims 


0% 


1% 


4% 


12% 


14% 


0% 


80% 


111% 


174,170 



MALTREATMENT 

TYPE 


Emotional ^lect 


Neglect 


Physical 

Abuse 


Sexual 

Abuse 


Other 


Unknown 


Total 3 Number 


Child victims 


7% 0% 


47% 


31% 


15% 


0% 


0% 


100% 174,170 



1 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

3 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of malt reatment. 
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California 



Context Data 



C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


In Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 

Median length of stay (months) 


109,819 

19.8 


52,997 

N/A 


50,049 

12.2 


112,767 

21.6 


162,816 

N/A 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1 /97 


4% 


30% 


29% 


24% 


12% 


1% 


0% 


100% 


109,819 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


14% 


29% 


23% 


24% 


11% 


0% 


0% 


101% 


52,997 


Exited care (FY 1 998) 


4% 


31% 


23% 


19% 


20% 


2% 


0% 


99% 


50,049 


In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


28% 


29% 


27% 


12% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


112,767 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1/97 


1% 


2% 


37% 


29% 


31% 


0% 


100% 


109,819 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


1% 


3% 


23% 


35% 


37% 


1% 


100% 


52,997 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


1% 


3% 


24% 


32% 


38% 


1% 


99% 


50,049 


In care on 9/30/98 


1% 


2% 


35% 


31% 


30% 


1% 


100% 


112,767 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/1998 4 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 

OVERVIEW 



Children waiting to be adopted 4,455 

• Children whose parents' rights ^ 

have been terminated (TPR) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-17 

Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


8% 


55% 


26% 


9% 


2% 


0% 


100% 


4,455 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.1. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


1% 


1% 


27% 


30% 


40% 


0% 


99% 


4,455 



E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Children 


3% 


61% 


28% 


7% 


1% 


0% 


100% 


4,062 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.l 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Unknown^ 


Total 


Number 


Children 


1% 


3% 


25% 


34% 


37% 


1% 


101% 


4,062 



4 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older with TPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children and TPR 
populations. 
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O u too me s Data 



1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 



1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment 




Children without a recurrence within 1 2 months 


- 


Children with one or more recurrences 
within 1 2 months 


- 


Total 


- 


Number 


- 



2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care 



Children maltreated while in foster care 
Children not maltreated while in foster care 

Total 

Number 



t: 

o 

a 

s o 

.O c 



3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 
(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



3.1 Exits from Foster Care liliSc/i; 


:iv!i !'!’!• 


Adoption 


6% 


Guardianship 


3% 


Reunification 


47% 


Other 


9% 


Missing 


35% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


50,049 



Adoption 




3.2 Exits of Disabled Children 


' BP 


3.3 Exits of Children Age 12 

or Older at Entry mam 


Adoption 


7% 




Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


3% 




Guardianship 


1% 


Reunification 


46% 




Reunification 


48% 


Other 


9% 




Other 


20% 


Missing 


36% 




Missing 


30% 


Total 


101% 




Total 


99% 


Number 


988 




Number 


15,145 
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California 



Outcomes Data 



3.4 Exits by Race/Ethnicity 


Alaska 

Native/A.I. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic || 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 


Missing || 


Adoption 


7% 


3% 


6% 


5% 


8% 


4% 


0% 


Guardianship 


7% 


2% 


3% 


2% 


3% 


2% 


0% 


Reunification 


43% 


53% 


45% 


50% 


45% 


46% 


0% 


Other 


8% 


7% 


12% 


7% 


8% 


5% 


0% 


Missing 


35% 


35% 


34% 


35% 


36% 


44% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


99% 


100% 


101% 


0% 


Number 


627 


1,504 


12,166 


16,168 


19,009 


575 


0 



3.5 Exits to Emancipation 


Blitll IS 


Children age 1 2 or younger at entry 


36% 


Children older than 1 2 at entry 


64% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


2,739 



4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



4.1 Time to Reunification 




100 


/ 


Less than 1 2 months 


55% 


90 




At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 


26% 


80 




At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


8% 


70 




Q 

At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


3% 


8> 60 

3 








jjj 50 




48 or more months 


6% 


1 








* 40 




Missing 


1% 


30 




Total 


99% 


20 




Number 


23,680 


10 








0 





55 % 



26 % 



I 8 % 

M 



* 3 % 6% 



''Os 

'X ’❖« ”'- v 



4.2 Children Who Entered Foster Care in FY 1998 


A : V y 


Children entering care for the first time 


78% 


Children re-entering care within 1 2 months of a prior episode 


14% 


Children re-entering care more than 12 months after a prior episode 


7% 


Missing 


1% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


52,997 
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California 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 




5.1 Time to Adoption 



Less than 1 2 months 1 2% 

At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 24% 

At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 26% 

At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 19% 

48 or more months 1 9% 

Missing 0% 

Total 100% 

Number 3,105 



5.2 Time to Adoption for Children fi 
Age 3 or Older at Entry 




Less than 1 2 months 


17% 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


26% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


20% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


18% 


48 or more months 


19% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


1,159 





6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



6.1 Number of Placements 
by Time in Care 


Less than 
12 mos. 


At least 12 mos., 
but < 24 


At least 24 mos., 
: #• but < 36 


At least 36 mos., 
?! but < 48 


48 or more 
mos. 


Missing 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


85% 


70% 


62% 


59% 


61% 


99% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


15% 


30% 


38% 


41% 


39% 


1% 


Missing 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


59,548 


36,159 


18,868 


11,927 


35,355 


959 



7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 








St a te O o m m e n t s 



Del Sayles Owens, Acting Deputy Director 

Children and Family Services Division, California Department of Social Services • (916) 445-0813 



Child Welfare Context Data, Section B: The first 
child abuse reporting law in California mandated 
that only physicians report physical abuse. Over 
the years, the definition of child abuse and the 
persons required to report expanded. 

California’s Child Abuse Reporting Law now 
includes child care custodians, health 
practitioners, child protective agencies, 
commercial film and photographic print 
processors, animal control officers, firefighters, 
and clergy. California’s larger-than-average 
number of individuals required by law to report 
child abuse contributes to a higher child abuse 
reports per capita than other States. 

Child Welfare Context Data, Section C: Among 
its foster care population, California includes 
dependent children cared for by relative 
caregivers and probation children residing in 
group homes. This number is anticipated to be 
significantly reduced by implementation of 
California’s Kinship Guardianship Assistance 
Payment Program (Kin-GAP) January 1, 2000. 

This program will provide subsidies to foster 
children living with relative guardians when they 
have lived with the relative at least 12 months 
and juvenile court dependency has been 
dismissed. 

Child Welfare Context Data, Section C: With 
regard to the median length of stay, it should be 
noted that this statistic can be skewed by the fact 



that children living with relative caregivers, who 
are included in California’s foster care 
population, tend to stay in care longer than 
children living with nonrelative foster parents. 
This statistic is also anticipated to be positively 
impacted by the implementation of the Kin-GAP 
program, which will reduce the numbers of 
children in foster care with relative caregivers 
and therefore reduce lengths of stay in the foster 
care system. 

Child Welfare Outcomes Data, Measure 3.3: 
Probation children, who are counted in 
California’s foster care population, come into the 
system at older ages and tend not to be good 
candidates for adoption. Because a significant 
portion of older children at entry to foster care 
are probation children, this skews the data to 
indicate a low rate of exit due to adoption. 

Child Welfare Outcomes Data, Measures 3.1, 3.2, 
and 3.3: The statistic on reasons for discharge 
(“Missing” category) was negatively impacted by 
data conversion in which a valid code was not 
available prior to our transition to our new Child 
Welfare Services/Case Management System 
(CWS/CMS). The amount of old data converted 
was at the discretion of the 58 counties, but was 
promoted to enrich the new database. The 
majority of missing data for reasons for discharge 
has been corrected in CWS/CMS. 



E KLC 
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A. Key Context Statistics 



GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 


Total children under 18 yrs 


1,015,529 


• Alaska Native/American Indian 


1% 


* Asian/Pacific Islander 


2% 


• Black 


5% 


• Hispanic 


20% 


• White 


72% 


Child population in poverty 


9% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


86% 


CHILD WELFARE 


Child maltreatment victims during 1997 


7,123 


Children in foster care on 9/30/98 


7,951 


Children adopted during FY 1998 


575 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


Children subject of an investigated 
report alleging child maltreatment 


- 


- 


Child maltreatment victims 1 


7,123 


7 per 1,000 


Child fatalities 


24 


2.4 per 100,000 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Child victims 


9% 


30% 


32% 


24% 


4% 


0% 


99% 


7,123 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Other 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 2 


Number 


Child victims 2% 


1% 


9% 


22% 


74% 


7% 


9% 


124% 


7,123 



MALTREATMENT 

TYPE 


Emotional 


Medical 

Neglect 


Neglect 


Physical 

Abuse 


*£ ual Other 
Abuse 


Unknown 


Total 3 


Number 


Child victims 


13% 


6% 


63% 


28% 


15% 0% 


0% 


125% 


7,123 



1 Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once, 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

3 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 
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C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


In Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 

Median length of stay (months) 


6,006 

15.2 


7,147 

N/A 


5,202 

3.8 


7,951 

11.1 


13,153 

N/A 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1/97 


3% 


18% 


23% 


34% 


20% 


1% 


0% 


99% 


6,006 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


8% 


19% 


19% 


37% 


17% 


0% 


0% 


100% 


7,147 


Exited care (FY 1 998) 


4% 


19% 


17% 


31% 


28% 


i% 


0% 


100% 


5,202 


In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


19% 


22% 


34% 


20% 


i% 


0% 


100% 


7,951 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.I. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing _ 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1/97 


2% 


1% 


17% 


22% 


53% 


3% 


98% 


6,006 


Entered care (FY 1 998) 


2% 


1% 


12% 


27% 


52% 


6% 


100% 


7,147 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


2% 


1% 


13% 


24% 


53% 


6% 


99% 


5,202 


In care on 9/30/98 


2% 


1% 


16% 


25% 


53% 


3% 


100% 


7,951 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/ 1998 4 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 




Children waiting to be adopted 


1,480 


• Children whose parents’ rights 


974 


have been terminated (TPR) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-17 

Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


2% 


30% 


39% 


25% 


3% 


1% 


100% 


1,480 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.!. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


2% 


1% 


22% 


26% 


47% 


2% 


100% 


1,480 



E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Children 


2% 


49% 


36% 


11% 


1% 


0% 


99% 


575 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/A.I 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Unknown , 


Total 


Number 


Children 


2% 


1% 


21% 


24% 


51% 


1% 


100% 


575 



4 Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older withTPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children andTPR 
populations. 




5-34 



67 



Out g o m e S'.- Data 



1 . Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 



1 . 1 Recurrence of Maltreatment 


Children without a recurrence within 1 2 months 


97% 


Children with one or more recurrences 


3% 


within 1 2 months 


Total 


100% 


Number 


5,443 



2.1 Maltreatment in Foster Care 



Children maltreated while in foster care 
Children not maltreated while in foster care 

Total 

Number 



T3 

t: 

o 

a 

28 
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3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 




3.3 Exits of Children Age 12 
or Older at Entry 




Adoption 


0% 


Guardianship 


1% 


’ Reunification 


71% 


Other 


27% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


2,803 



3.2 Exits of Disabled Children 




Adoption 


6% 


Guardianship 


1% 


Reunification 


68% 


Other 


21% 


Missing 


3% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


1,517 
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3.4 Exits by Race/Ethnicity 


Alaska 

Native/A.I. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 


Missing 


Adoption 


11% 


3% 


11% 


5% 


6% 


4% 


0% 


Guardianship 


1% 


1% 


2% 


1% 


1% 


2% 


0% 


Reunification 


67% 


75% 


63% 


76% 


71% 


79% 


0% 


Other 


20% 


17% 


19% 


15% 


17% 


15% 


0% 


Missing 


2% 


4% 


6% 


3% 


5% 


0% 


0% 


Total 


101% 


100% 


101% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


0% 


Number 


121 


77 


654 


1,273 


2,748 


329 


0 



3.5 Exits to Emancipation 


Children age 1 2 or younger at entry 


19% 


Children older than 1 2 at entry 


81% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


262 



4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



4.1 Time to Reunification 



Less than 12 months 83% 

At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 1 0% 

At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 3% 

At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 1% 

48 or more months 2% 

Missing 0% 

Total 99% 

Number 3,718 



4.2 Children Who Entered Foster Care in FY 1998 



Children entering care for the first time 
Children re-entering care within 12 months of a prior episode 
Children re-entering care more than 1 2 months after a prior episode 
Missing 
Total 
Number 





70% 

18 % 

11 % 

1 % 

100 % 

7,147 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



5.1 Time to Adoption 


Less than 12 months 


20% 


At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 


27% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


23% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


17% 


48 or more months 


14% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


101% 


Number 


328 
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70 
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8> 50 
2 

g 40 



Q. 30 
20 
10 
0 



27% 

mmJ 






5.2 Time to Adoption for Children 
Age 3 or Older at Entry 




Less than 1 2 months 


19% 


At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 


21% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


22% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


23% 


48 or more months 


15% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


149 




6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



6.1 Number of Placements 
by Time in Care 


Less than 
12 mos. 


At least 12 mos* 
but < 24 


At least 24 mos., 
•►A# but < 36 


At least 36 mos., 
but < 48 


48 or more 
mos. 


Missing 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


87% 


55% 


38% 


32% 


24% 


96% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


13% 


45% 


62% 


68% 


76% 


4% 


Missing 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


7,889 


2,113 


1,108 


774 


1,243 


26 



7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



7.1 Most Recent Placement Settings of Children Who Entered Care During 
FYT998 and’ Were Age 12~oF Younger at the Time of This Placement 



Group homes 


2% 


Institutions 


7% 


Other settings 


91% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


3,809 



5-37 



70 




St a t e Co mme n t s 



Jane Beveridge, Manager, Child Welfare Programs and John P. Daurio, Manager, Child Welfare Operations 
Office of Children, Youth and Family Programs, Colorado Department of Human Services • (303) 866-5932 



Colorado has a State-supervised, county- 
administered delivery system that served 
approximately 53,345 children and 36,158 
families during State fiscal year 1998 through 
County Departments of Social Services in 61 
counties. The majority of the children served 
(70.88 percent) were served for reasons of child 
abuse and/or neglect. 

Child Welfare Context Data , Section B: 

Colorado defines maltreatment fatalities based on 
the following criteria: 

(1) Parent or parent substitute identified as 
perpetrator (including all caregivers put in a 
position of direct responsibility for the child 
by the parent or parent substitute; this 
includes babysitters, nannies, relatives, 
paramours, etc.); 



(2) Classified as an abuse/neglect-related death 
by the State fatality review board. (May 
include auto-related neglect and lack of 
supervision, including suicide by the victim.); 

(3) Victim is under the age of 18. 

Child Welfare Context Data , Section D: The free- 
for-adoption children include children who are in 
permanent placements, e.g., children in 
permanent designated family foster homes, 
guardianship, and/or kinship care, as well as 
children over the age of 18 who are still in out-of- 
home care. Therefore, the number of children 
who are available for adoption and still in need 
of permanent placement is smaller than the total 
number of children free for adoption indicates. 
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A. Key Context Statistics 



GENERAL POPULATION IN 1997 


Total children under 18 yrs 


792,161 


• Alaska Native/American Indian 


0% 


• Asian/Pacific Islander 


3% 


• Black 


11% 


• Hispanic 


12% 


• White 


74% 


Child population in poverty 


10% 


Child population living in metropolitan areas 


95% 


CHILD WELFARE 


Child maltreatment victims during 1997 


18,178 


Children in foster care on 9/30/98 


6,683 


Children adopted during FY 1998 


229* 



’See State Commentary 



B. Child Maltreatment Data (NCANDS SDC, 1997) 



OVERVIEW 


Count 


Rate 


Children subject of an investigated 


37,031 


47 per 1 ,000 


report alleging child maltreatment 


Child maltreatment victims 1 


18,178 


23 per 1 ,000 


Child fatalities 


- 


- 



AGE 


1-5 Yrs 


6-10 Yrs 


11-15 Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Unknown 


Total 


Number 


Child victims 4% 


31% 


32% 


24% 


8% 


1% 


100% 


18,178 



RACE/ETHNICITY ,**■„ 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Other 


Unable to 
De tannine 
___ /Missing 


Total 2 


Number 


Child victims 0% 


0% 


21% 


16% 


32% 


16% 


30% 


115% 


18,178 



MALTREATMENT 

TYPE 


Emotional 


Medical 

Neglect 


Neglect 


Physical 

Abuse 


Sexual 

Abuse 


Other 


Unknown 


Total 3 


Number 


Child victims 


66% 


5% 


90% 


22% 


6% 


13% 


0% . 


202% 


18,178 



• Children with more than one report of substantiated or indicated maltreatment may be counted more than once. 

2 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because Hispanics may be counted both by Hispanic ethnicity and by race. 

3 Percentages may total more than 100 percent because children could have been victims of more than one type of maltreatment. 
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C. Children in Foster Care (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



OVERVIEW 


In Care on 
10/1/97 


Entered Care 
(FY 1998) 


Exited Care 
(FY 1998) 


In Care on 
9/30/98 


Total Served 


Children 

Median length of stay (months) 


5,143 

9.5 


5,222 

N/A 


3,682 

6.4 


6,683 

11.4 


10,365 

N/A 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-18 

Yrs 


19 + 
Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1/97 


5% 


31% 


27% 


26% 


10% 


1% 


0% 


100% 


5,143 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


10% 


26% 


24% 


31% 


8% 


0% 


0% 


99% 


5,222 


Exited care (FY 1998) 


6% 


27% 


24% 


26% 


17% 


1% 


0% 


101% 


3,682 


In care on 9/30/98 


4% 


29% 


28% 


28% 


11% 


1% 


0% 


101% 


6,683 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Alaska 

Native/AJ. 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing 


Total 


Number 


In care on 10/1 /97 


0% 


0% 


37% 


30% 


32% 


0% 


99% 


5,143 


Entered care (FY 1998) 


0% 


0% 


31% 


36% 


32% 


0% 


99% 


5,222 


Exited care (FY 1 998) 


0% 


0% 


33% 


35% 


31% 


0% 


99% 


3,682 


In care on 9/30/98 


0% 


0% 


35% 


32% 


33% 


0% 


100% 


6,683 



D. Children Waiting to be Adopted on 9/30/1998 4 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 

OVERVIEW 



Children waiting to be adopted 728 

• Children whose parents' rights 728 

have been terminated (TPR) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16-17 

Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 


1% 


37% 


39% 


19% 


3% 


1% 


100% 


728 



RACE/ETHNICITY JSSu 


Asian/Pacific 

Islander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
/Missing... 


Total 


Number 


Waiting children 0% 


0% 


39% 


25% 


36% 


0% 


100% 


728 



E. Children Adopted (AFCARS Annual Adoption Database, FY 1998) 



AGE 


Under 
1 Yr 


1-5 

Yrs 


6-10 

Yrs 


11-15 

Yrs 


16+ Yrs 


Missing 


Total 


Children 


1% 


49% 


36% 


13% 


1% 


0% 


100% 



RACE/ETHNICITY 


Asian/Pacific 
(slander 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 
.../Unknown. 


Total 


Number 


Children 0% 


0% 


31% 


12% 


44% 


13% 


100% 


229 



■* Waiting children are children who have a goal of adoption and/or whose parental rights have been terminated. Children 
16 years old and older with TPR, but with a goal of emancipation have been excluded from the waiting children and TPR 
populations. 




3 



5-40 



o 



u t o o m e s Data 



1. Reduce Recurrence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect 
(NCANDS, DCDC 1997) 



1.1 Recurrence of Maltreatment 


llllllillllil 


1 Children without a recurrence within 1 2 months 


82% 


Children with one or more recurrences 
within 1 2 months 




18% 


Total 




100% 


Number 




16,326 



2. Reduce the Incidence of Child 
Abuse and/or Neglect in 
Foster Care 



2.1 Maltreatment In Foster Care 


jllillll! 


HI 


Children maltreated while in foster care 
Children not maltreated while in foster care 


■o 

0) 

t: 

o 

Q_ 




Total 


QJ r~ 

u o 
Q) o 
■£> eg 




Number 


£ £ 





3. Increase Permanency for Children in Foster Care 
(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 




3.3 Exits of Children Age 12 
or Older at Entry 


HHil 


Adoption 


2% 


Guardianship 


2% 


Reunification 


23% 


Other 


8% 


Missing 


66% 


Total 


101% 


Number 


1,378 



3.2 Exits of Disabled Children 


' ' : '-v 


B 


Adoption 


0% 




Guardianship 


0% 




Reunification 


39% 




Other 


6% 




Missing 


55% 




Total 


100% 




Number 


110 
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Connecticut 



Outcomes 



Data 



3.4 Exits by Race/Ethnicity 


Alaska 

Native/A.I. 


Asian/Pacific 
a! Islander : 1 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


Unable to 
Determine 


Mission 


Adoption 


0% 


0% 


12% 


. 5% 


9% 


0% 


0% 


Guardianship 


7% 


0% 


6% 


6% 


4% 


0% 


0% 


Reunification 


64% 


80% 


39% 


45% 


36% 


0% 


0% 


Other 


0% 


0% 


3% 


2% 


4% 


0% 


0% | 


Missing 


29% 


20% 


39% 


41% 


47% 


0% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


99% 


99% 


100% 


0% 


0% 


Number 


14 


5 


1,218 


1,301 


1,144 


0 


0 



3.5 Exits to Emancipation 


■li 


Children age 12 or younger at entry 


6% 


Children older than 12 at entry 


94% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


36 



4. Reduce Time to Reunification Without Increasing Re-entry 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



4.1 lime to Keunilication 







100 



Less than 1 2 months 


71% 


90 

80 


At least 12 months, but less than 24 months 


1 6% 


70 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


8% 


S> 60 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


3% 


2 

f 50 


48 or more months 


1% 


a 40 


Missing 


1% 


30 


Total 


100% 


20 


Number 


1,494 


10 



71% 

4I~ 



olO 



16% 







4.2 Children Who Entered Foster Care in FY 1998 


Children entering care for the first time 


68% 


Children re-entering care within 12 months of a prior episode 


26% 


Children re-entering care more than 12 months after a prior episode 


6% 


Missing 


1% 


Total 


101% 


Number 


5,222 
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5. Reduce Time in Foster Care to Adoption 

(AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



5.1 Time to Adoption 


• 

■ ...'vh y ; A"- 


Less than 1 2 months 


55% 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


34% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


2% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


1% 


48 or more months 


3% 


Missing 


5% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


321 



5.2 Time to Adoption for Children 

Age 3 or Older at Entry XttS :i : 


Less than 1 2 months 


56% 


At least 1 2 months, but less than 24 months 


36% 


At least 24 months, but less than 36 months 


2% 


At least 36 months, but less than 48 months 


0% 


48 or more months 


1% 


Missing 


5% 


Total 


100% 


Number 


247 
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6. Increase Placement Stability (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



6.1 Number of Placements 
by Time in Care 


Less than 
1 2 mos. 


At least 12 mos., 
but < 24 


At least 24 mos., 
but < 36 


At least 36 mos., 
but < 48 


48 or more 
mos. t 


Missing 


Children with 2 or fewer placements 


85% 


76% 


76% 


79% 


84% 


91% 


Children with 3 or more placements 


15% 


24% 


24% 


21% 


16% 


9% 


Missing 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


0% 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Number 


5,963 


2,273 


1,119 


488 


412 


110 



7. Reduce Placements of Young Children in Group Homes or 
Institutions (AFCARS Annual Foster Care Database, FY 1998) 



7.1 Most Recent Placernehf Settings of Children Who Entered Care During 
FY“1998-and-Were"Age~l~2‘'or J Younger'atthe _ Tinie"or-This‘Placement — 



Group homes 


0% 


Institutions 


7% 


Other settings 


92% 


Missing 


0% 


Total 


99% 


Number 


3,374 



f Q 
O 
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S t a t e O © m me n t s 



Kristine Ragaglia, Esq., Director 

Connecticut Department of Children and Families • (860) 550-6300 






Connecticut joins others in affirming the 
fundamental principles of safety, permanency, and 
well-being for children as the basic values of 
child welfare. We also affirm that our practice 
must be outcome-based and we must be held 
accountable in our efforts to achieve those 
principles. Concurrently, we wish to express our 
belief that national comparisons are misleading 
and can influence conclusions that are incorrect. 
The variance in State statutes, policies, data 
collection, funding, and social welfare values 
cannot be over-stated. The role of systems other 
than the child welfare agency also cannot be 
ignored in assessing outcomes for children. 

Having stated our caution, our comments 
regarding some of the context data follow. To 
begin, Connecticut reports all child maltreatment 
fatalities to DCF, including those victims who 
were not previously known to the agency. 

'‘Child Victims” is a discrete count of children, but. 
maltreatment types are duplicate counts. 

“Children Waiting to be Adopted” in Child Welfare 
Context Data, Section D, includes all children 
whose parental rights have been terminated. 

That total includes children in pre-adoptive 



homes, children in foster care in which foster 
parents are adopting, youth in 
Independent Living, and children who have 
treatment needs that must be satisfied before 
placement in a family setting can be effected. 

“Children Adopted” in the Child Welfare Context 
Data, Section E, is discrepant with Chiid Welfare 
Outcome Measure 5.i, “Reduce Time in Foster 
Care to Adoption ” and the latter is more 
consistent with the actual number of adoptions 
in Connecticut in FY 1998 (314). 

The amount of missing data is an indication of 
the complexity of the system, and/or a mapping 
difficulty between the State elements and 
AFCARS. Connecticut plans to research the 
missing data and to roll out an additional 
component of our SACWIS this fiscal year that 
will include treatment planning. These 
enhancements will impact on the collection of 
data. We close requesting acknowledgement that 
child welfare practice and information systems 
are dynamic. We must be permitted to comment 
in depth about the data, the influences of law, 
policy, and external systems on the measures for 
which we are held accountable and the goals 
that we strive to achieve. 



o 

ERIC 
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